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pan,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—NOOMBLING
ESTATE.

Mr. BROWXN  asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What was the full purchase price
of the Noombling Fstate? 2, What was the
value of the umproved portion? 3, What
was the value of the unimproved portion?
4, What was the average price per aere of
the whole estate? 3, What was the aver-
age price per acre of the improved portion!?
G, What was the average prive per aere of
the nnimproved portion? 7, Under what

conditions was the unimproved portion
selected by the original holder from the
Crown? 8, What was the price paid per

acre to the Crown?
The MINISTER OR LANDS veplied:

£32,602 25, 2d. 2 and 3, The Land l’ulchase
Board's recommendation did not differenti-
ate between the improved and unimproved
portions. 4, 305 per aere. 5 and G, See
answer to 2 and 3. 7, Assuming that the
unimproved portion refers to late poison
lense 78/58, which contained 13,784 acres,
this was granted at the rate of £1 per thou-
sand aeres per unnum, subject fo payment
of the survey tee, the fencing of the lanc
within thres vears, and eradication of poi-
sonous indigenous plants durving the term
of the lease. On ¢ompliance with these con-
ditions, the selector was entitled to the
Crewn grant. 8, 7.556 pence.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE, VILLAGE
SETTLEMEN®Y.

Hotdings at Greenbusles.

Mr. WILSOXN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has any land heer excised from
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the Sinte Fovest at Greenbushes for agri-
vnitural settlement? 2, 1f so, will be take
the necessury sleps o have sueh land sur-
vieved inte suitable holdings for a village
seiflement? 3, Will e endeavour to place
the new setilers on the same plane and eon-
dittons as the village settlement at Nan-

-nap?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: replied:
I, Parlinment has approved of 1,400 aerus
being exeired from State Forest No, 2, 39,
Yes. 0, The matter will have eonsideration.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, REPAYMENT,

Mr. PARKER asked the Minister for
Water Supply: Was the capital cost of the
Goldiields Water Supply repaid wholly by
{a) consnmers connected to it: or .(b) the
taxpayers of the State a= a whole?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUPPLY
(a) and (b} The amount repaid
which £1.08%,512 was
and the balance from

ieplied
v E£25000000, of
paid by consumers
(ieneral Revenue,

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT, 8US-
TENANCE WORK AT MERREDIN
Me, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for

Radiway-: 1, How many cottages are being

huilt For the railway men at Merredin? 2,

Ave they being built by sustenance nmen

from Northam and Perth? 3, Arve there any

teadesmen amongst them? 4, What rate of
pay is being paid fo the <killed men and fo
those who are unskilled? 3, Is any camp-
ing allowauee or district allowanee being
paid them? 6, Why were two local susten-
anee men. who hal certain qualifications,
first promised work on thiz joh and later
told they vould not he put on? 7. Sering
that local snstepance married wen have to
eco out of Merredin to do rond work and
pay 2s. Gd. per week for transport to and
from it. will Le take steps to see that the
local men are given loeal work offering be-

fov ontsidors are put on? S, Wil loeal
rlphers, hnilders, ete . be viven an opnar-
laniry to do soime of the work offerine or

Mermedin? 0, Ts he qwaes that these brades-
men have been haviog a lean time Aduriney
the past three vears and that to fwpore

fradesment to do leeal iobs 1= unfair {o those
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men who arve walking the strects looking for
work ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
phied: 1, Four. 2, The men were sent from
the metropolitan area, 3, Yes, 4, Arbitra-
finp award rafes. 3, Yes, tent allowanege.
6, I am not aware of any such arrangement.
7, Ye<, 8 Yes, provided they ave on su--
tenanee, 9, This unforrunate position i
not Hindted to Merredin,

BULK HANDLING BILL SELECT.
COMMITTEE.
E.ctension of Time.
On anotion by Hon. N. Keenan the time
for hringing up the select committee’s re-
port extended till Tuesday, 15th November.

ASSENT TO BILLS,

Messare  from the Licut-Governor -e-
ceivedl and read noiifyving assent to the
mdermentioned Bills:—

1, State Trading Concerns Aet Amend-
went (No. 2).

2. FPactories and Shops Act Amendment.

3, Froil Cases Aet Amendwment.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY

TAX.
Third Reading.
The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: [
move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put, and 2 division taken with
the Following vesult :—

Aves .. .. .. Lo 21
Nous .. . .- .. 17
Majorilty for .. R |
AYES.

Mr. Angrlo Mr. Melarvty

Mr. Barnard Mr. Parker

Mr. Brown Mr, Patrick

Mr. Church Mr. Piesse

Mr, Davy Mr. Ricbardson

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampson

Me. Grifiithy Mr. Scaddan

Mr, ‘Keennr Mr, Thorn

Mr. Latham Mr. Wells

Mr, Lindsay Mr. North

Mr. J. I. Mann tTeller.)
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NOES.
Mr, Coverley + Mr.
Miss Holman ' Mr, Slecnan
Mr. Johnson ' Ne FLOCOL Smith
Mr. Kenneally ST
il

Nulsen

H. Smith
Mr. Lamond Mr. Troy
Mr. Marshail -~ Mr. Wansbrough R
Mr. McCallum Mr. Wiltcoek
Mr. Millington M. Wilson
Mr. Munsie (Teller.}
Parns,

Avos. I Nous,
Rir James Mitchell | Mr. Collier
Mr, Dney Mr. Raphael
Mr, J, M. Smith » My, Withers
Mr. H. W. Mann I Mr, Pauton

Chiestion thins passed,

Hill read a third time ond transmitted to
the Conneil,

ANNUAL BESTIMATES, 1832-33.
In Committee of Supply.

Reszumed from ‘the 13th
Hichardson in the Chair

October, Mp.

Departnient of Lands and Survevs {[Ton.
C. Latham, Minister.)

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £19,358 :

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. (',
ti. Latham—York) [4.6]: 1 suppose no
department in the whule serviee has felt
the tull blast  of the difficult  period
through which we have been passing more
than has the Lands Department, The work
of the deparlment has been directed par-
tieularly towards maintaining those  en-
gaged on the Iand and attewpting io re-
licve them in whatever way was possible
g0 that they could carry on the industry.
Fhere are some people who =ay that the
Government shonld not press for payment,
but in such times as we are experiencing
it is neeessary to attempt to collect all the
revenue we ean, and in consepuence the
olficers of the department have been kept
fully engaged. At the same time they
have had to exercise diseretion, and mare
dizeretion than normally has heen required.
The demand for land during the vear «id
not equal that of the previous year, selee-
tion in the wheat belt being aguin limited.
1 think the Committee will agree that in
loealities remote Ffrom railwayvs, i is
nften inadvizable when the land reverts
to us to make if again available for selee-
tion. TProbably that iz the reason why we

have so many farms at pre-ent in  the
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bands of the Agricultural Lank. Firstly,
they do wot offer any inducement to the

investor, and secondly, from the puint ol

view of policy, while the industry is in its
present condition, 1t is unwise to place
peuple on lamd so far from a ruilway,
In the 3500 farus area, a subsidy  has
been paid for carting wheat over a dist-
ance of 13 miles, because the Government
felt they were under szome obligation to
provide rallway fucilitivs for the settlers
in that area. The fact of having to pay
that subsidy has induced the Government
1o discontinue making land available theve.
Instead, we have confined our efforts
mainly towards using the land thal we
have in close proximity to ruilways.

Hon. M. I. Troy: When vou sayv you
are not making land available, to what
localily do you refer?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:  lanpd
outside 20 miles from a railway. During
the vear prices have offered little in-
ducement for anyone to go on the land,
but there has been fair activity in the
matrer of small areas in the South-West.
Conscquently we have turned our atten-
tion more partienlarly to the South-West.
In that loeality n mun can provide some
portion of hiz own sustenanee, Although
we have made fand available there, neither
the area nor the number of selectors has
ranched the total previously recorded. Ap-
plications received under the terms of eon-
ditional alienation numbered 1,298 for a
total area of 317,241 acres. Taking every-
thing into consideration, that is something
of which we muay be prond, because marke:
prices have not been any incentive (o peo-
ple to go on the land. Fastoral lease ap-
plications numbered 66 for an urea of
3,494,770 acres.  People engaged in pri-
mary production in the southern part ol
the Siate are having a tryving time, but I
doubt whether their difliculties ave equul
to thase of the pastoralists in the North,
During the recess [ had an opportunity
to make my first visit to the North, and
T am satisfied that very few people dewn
here realise the disadvantages and  dis-
abilities that pastoralists in the North are
suffering. In the Kimberleys, particularly
the sonthern part of the Kimberleys,
there has heen a drought for the last
1liree or four vears and wmiles of country
that we traversed ecarried not a Made of

arass.  [n conzequence the stoek is poor,
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and puor slock menns no revenue.  as-
toralists in that part of the State nre un-
able Lo market any stoek, except through
the Wyndham Meat Works. The northern
part has also suffered, excepl small arveus

conveniently situated in respeet o the
Wyndham Meat Works. During the vear
a fair amonnt of  pastoral ladd has  ve-

verted to the Govermuent, due to the quar-
antine restrictions and o the Tacl  that
tinaneial assistance has not been availabls
(o those engaged v the industry.
have had te rvestrict their areas, some have
had te abandon their holdings. later on
it ix proposed to ask the House to
give pastoralists =ome relief by extending
the tenure of the leaxes in the hope that new
finanee will be made available to those en-
gaged in the industry,  Kven if it were a
business proposition, the Goverminent are
unable to find any new monev te assist
thos¢ produeers, and it scems cssential to
the welfare of the southern part of the
State that f{he people engaged in the pas-
toral industry in the North should be main-
tained there. Applieations were approved
under conditiovual purchase alienation to the
numher of 1,226 for an area of 531,991
Pastoral  applieations  approved
numberwed 73 for 3,446,957 acres. The ap-
provals were in excess of applications De-
cunse some were standing over from the
previous yvear,  \Although there were not
many notable sales of town and suburban
lots. =ome attractive sales have heen made.
particularly in the South-West and in the
mining uareas.  lLois submitted by aunetion
and sold numbered 459, aod the amount
realised was £9,987, that sum being £683 in
excess of the upset prices. There have been
no large subdivisions duving the vear: therce
seems to be no demand for them. .\ good
deal of classification has taken pluce, mainly
in the southemn part of the State.  The
Crown land west of Me, Barker has been
clussified, and the classification is being eon-
tinned towards the Denmark railway line.
The survevers and classifiers will he en-
gaged on that work until about May of
next vear. In that loeality there should be
a fairly large area available for selection.
Lt is therc that men are now being employed
on clearing work. A close claszifieation of
the soil has heen made, and the advice of
experts of the Depariment of Agrieulture
has been secured, with a view to aseertain.

Somy

aeres,
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inr what the soil is suitable for. It 1s de-
~cribed s belug very suitable for fruit pro-
duetion.  Durinye the trving period through
which we have been passing, fruit or ex-
porl has been once of the profitable lines.
There seein= o have been a ready sale for
our apples. Last year there was a recovd
quantity exported, and while 1 do not sup-
pose we can over-supply the market

Mr. J. H. Smith: Did vou say there wa-
a ready sale for apples?

The MINISTER FOR
overseis. .

Mr. J. H. Smitli: Last vear was the worst
we have experienced.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 have
been informed that while prices were not
so good a=x previously, the salex have been
macle and there has bheen the advantage of
the exchange rate.

Mr. J. H. Swmith: Half the growers down
my way are ruined.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Prices
have not heen so good as before, but I have
heen informed that the extra yield per uere
in the Mt. Bavker district compensated a
good deal for the lower prices.

Mre. . W, Smith: One man sent away
T00 vase- of export apples and got a bill
hack for £35.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I sup-
pose he shipped on consignment. The
trouble is that the growers will not zo in
for organised marketing.

Hon, W. . Jolnson: You talk ahout or.
ganised marketing and do nothing.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The sub-
divi<ion in the area rveferred to will cover
roughly 43,000 acres, and there will he 9%
blocks whieh should be snitable for dairy-
ing, mixed turming and apple production.
I have already told iwemhers that efforts
have been made north of Albany to try out
the eountry there. For o centnry that land
has lain idle, hut the loeal people have been
very persi~tenl in their cforts to have the
land made available for selection. We have
selected 20 zettlers from Albany and put
them on to bluck~ of varving types. T had
the pleasure of secing some of them during
the week-end. and wa= more than pleasedl
with the work that has heen done. On somve
of the blocks the pasture has developed to
=nch an extent thal one would think it wa-
third vear pasture. XNu deubt the svstew
there adopted of wefthny the jand is the

LANDS: Yes,

1-Hid

visht vne, becanse it brings the knd into
production at the least possible cost,

Mr., Wanshrough: That was the land that
the department zaid was not worth classi-
tving.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
had o fight down the prejudice against that
and. The wmember for Albany visits that
part requently, and no doubt he will take
au oppatunity to speak  of the progress
minle.

llon. W. B, Johison: Where i it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: North
of Albany, on the Kalgan River, and to-
wards Narrtkup,  We have been trying out
=l blorks, and the growth of the pastores is
surprising, There is the advantage that the
settlers on the blucks are the owners of the
property.  While we are payving then: snall
sutmz of money, [ am satisfied that if we
wade the ordinary Agrieulturai Bank ad-
vanees the work would not be done a2
eiticiently ax it is being done. The settlers
have bnilt their own humpies, and they have
an interest in their blocks, and 1 fell suw
that they are doing what members desive
me should do, namely, endeavour to get off
the labour market and makes homes for
themselves.

Mr. Wanshrough: They nre a fine hody of
e,

The MIXISTER JFOR 1LANDS: Yes: we
were ahle to pick a good type. It has< not
heen a question of taking any man who was
offuring: we have selected the men. aund T
venture to say that 70 per cent. of success
iz determined hy the personal equation. T
should like to acknowledge the assistunce
rendered by the Alhany people in their sup-
port of the schemme, Their adviee and know-
lediwe were o great help to the =etilers. Of
the seitlers we have on unemplovinent set-
Hement schemes, there are 80 at Nornalop,
39 at Nannup. 22 at Albany, and 3% at Pus
~elton,

Hon. M. F. Tray: Where are thev at
Busselton? .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
alded a little 1o ihe new land, an'l =ettled
thetn on the discarded properties.

Hon. M. F. Troy: What are vou paying
them?

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: Up to
€2 o week,

Hon, M. F. Trov: On couniry that has
been abandoned?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We ean-
not allow it to go back to nature. These
people are producing quite a lot of eowm-
modities, and T hope in a year or two it
will he puossible for them to make a living.
At any rate, they arve earning their moncy.

Hon. M, F. Troy: No.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: At
times it is impossible to suit the hon, mem-
ber. I should like him to have a look at
those blocks.

Han. M. F. Troy: T have seen theun.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: I am
sire the memher for Sussex will he able to
hear ont what T have said.

Hon, M. 17, Troy: 1 wonld not take his
ward for it; I have scen the land of the
hon. member.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 am
not responsible for his land. T hope we
shall be ahle to utilise all the land on which
we have spent so mueh money: otherwise it
will nndoubiedly go hack. To the 30t* Junc
last we spent £2474 on the 22 settlers at
Albany, £5,277 on the 33 settlers at Bussel-
ton, in lencing and in sonie cases on supply-
ing cows, In most of these placos for every

cow the settler runs we make a redue
{lton of 5s. 2 week. At Namnmnp on

the 39 settlers we spent £10,646. At
Nornalup we have several people under the
original seheme who are now Agrienituval
Bank clients, a mortgage has been fixed up
for them amd they are self-supparting, |
hetieve that is the right method to adopt in
seitlements of this kind.  The posttion is
different from what it was formerly.

AMr. Wansbrough: It is a great pity yvon
do not put some lime out there,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Lime is
a good fertiliser, but the railway Freight
makes it impussible to supply it.  Super-
phosphate seems to have been dving a good
deal towards assisting us to recover the land
from nature.  Last time I was at Albany
1 was very impressed by the faet that there
were no snperphosphate works there, al-
though two had been erected al Bunbury, A
similar establishiment at Albany would en-
able e loeal settlers to seenre fertiliser at
it more reasonable price. [ suppose we ean
do nothing but build ap the district so that
eventually superphosphate works will he es-
tablished there. Last year we put through
a Bill amending the Land Act and reducing
the pastoral lease remtals, We made this
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reduction to the extent of £18,000, or 25.93
per cent. We fixed the rentals on the hasis
of the price of wool. As the price of waol
fuctuates, so will the rents rise or fall. The
Wandalong experimental plat at Dartinoor
has proved a great success. We put in 50
acres of crop on unfallowed newly cleared
leael. We pul the seed straight in and the
land produced a 18-hushel average. ring
the vear we {allowed some of the land, and
I understand from memhers who have visited
the plave that the erop is a wonderful one.
I helieve this is one of the best wheat-grow-
ing parts of the State. [t secmed to pos-
sess a natural muleh, which retains the mois-
ture.  Althangh very little rain teil in Sep-
temher, the vield for the district  clearly
domonstrates the type of land, and shows
what the wheat production is likely to he in
vears to come. It is within 100 miles of
CGeraldton. [ ant sorry the mmarvkei does nat
justify us in opening up this vast territory.

_The land was surveyed by my predecessor

andd s réady for settlement when required.
Daring the vear a soil elassification was eiar-
ried out by Dr. Teakle of the Agricultural
Department. The Lakes Carmody, King and
Camm distriets have been overhauled as well
as the Lake Brown and other districts. Re-
ports from Lake Brown have heen fairly
staisfactory. The territory of alkali-affected
fand is not nearly as great as was supposed.

Mr. Corboy: What ahbout the King dis-
triet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wonder-
ful erups are still being produced there.

My, Corhov: What does Dr. Teakle's re-
port say?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ahout
A) per cent. of the land is alkali-afTected.
The settlers have still considerable Eaith in
their own knowledge of the country. Yes-
terday [ saw hay 3ft. fiin. in height, and the
heads were well filled and the grain was
gond. 1t looks as if this country will pro-
dure a great deal of wheat hefore it is badly
ailected.

Mr. Corboy: What are the prospects for
a railway?

The MINISTER JFOR LANDS: The
prospects are rather discouraging  beranse
we vannot find the wecessary funds. We

cannot hope to buy rails with the mouncy
that is availahle, but T helieve the dixtrict
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Justifies a vailway. I refer to the Lake Kinge
und Lake Carmody eountry,

Mr. Corhoy: What ix the positien of the
seftlers there! You said you would not re-
lesse the other two Governments from their
responathilities in regard te the settlement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 am go-
ing to stick to that,

Mr. Corboy: They say thev had pothing
to do with it.  You should make a state-
ment,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: 1 think
I am speaking for the Government when
L say we have no intention of releasing the
Imperial or the Commonwealth Governments
Erom their responsibility.

Mr. Corboy: Thev say they have no re-
gpuonsibilities.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: | know.
In the Federal House recently a reply given
to one ot our senators was that nv agree-
ment was entered info in respect to thed
seitlement.

My, Corboyv: No, They said thev were
not consnlted prior ro the settlers going oat.
and knew nothing about it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: | adit
that tiwe doeumentary evidence may he mis-
lending. 1 am of opinion that the people
who wenr into fhat country went there with
the knowledge that the Imperial Govermmuent
were hehind them.

AMr. Corhoy: Thex went there helieving
they were going ont under that agreement,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Certain
swveenunts were eaneelled to make way for
u larger agreemeni. T have the report of
the Oversens Settlement Committee for the
period from the 1st April, 1931, to the 31st
Aarch, 1932, This reporf was presented by
the Seeretary of State for Dominion AtTairs
to Marlinmenr by the commanil of His Ma-
desty in Auenst, 1952 On page 27 i
says—

An ugreement dated April, 1925, with His
Majesty's CGovernment in the Cemmonwenlth
of Auwstralia, under whieh that {overnment
undertakes to raise loans not exceeting in
the aggregate £34000,000, including the loaus
of £13,000000 provided for in previous agree-
ments with the States of Victoria, New South
Wales and Western Anstralin for devclop-
mental sechemes which tend direetly or in-
directly to increase the opportunities for the

settlement of persons from the United King-
dom.  No schemes have heen approved wuder

67

this agrecment sinve the 27th February, 1930,
andt negotintions for the termination of the
ngrecment are npuw being emriel out,

The agreemnts have nol been terminated.

Mr. Corboy: Was ihis seheme established
vinder that agrecment ! They =ay it was
nor, il vou say il was,

Tie MINISTER TVOR LANDS: There
i~ uo dowht in iy mind that tie State (iov-
ernment were asked to velease them from
the agreements they entered into for eer-
taih riilway eonstruetion jn order that they
might cairy out a higger scheme, which was
fur 3300 farms,

Hon. M. 1
ot rhe money,

The MININSTER FOR LANDS: We have
dealt: with the e Giovernmentz more hy con-
versation  than by documentary  methouls,
In conseynence of that it is very difficuly
to determine exactly what took place. [
frel convineel that the representative of the
fmperind Government, Mr, Mankes Amery,
when he went there, encouraged the people
te beliove that the Tmperial Government
were behind the seheme.

Troy: They advanesl some

on. Al F. Troy: They were hehind it
with their money.

Mre. Covhoy:
put  off

Kome of the settlers wera

hefore Dr, Teakle's

report  was
made,
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

settlers were also led 1o helieve this by the
representatives of e Commonwealih Gov-
ernment, Me. Gunn amonest others.

Mr., Corbov: Mr. Stevenson was with
him at the time.
The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Yes

Quite a number of Commonwealth officers
visited the distriet. Tt leoked as if they
were beliind the scheme, Tt was diffieult (o
tiec fhem down to say whether this was .
scheme or not.  The files do not diselozs
what took place at the conferences.

Mr. Corbov: What maiters to the settlers
is whether they are going to get a railway
or not.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Thi-
State i= responsible to the people out there.
T econtend that vesponsihility onght tn be
shaved by the Commonwealth and Imperial
Governments.

Mre. Corboy: Suppose they repudiate if:
what are vou woing te do?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ do not
like the word “repudiaic.” T do not think
my Govermuent woull repudiate.

Mr. Corboy: You suguest that they are
repuiliating.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I sug-
west that if they could et ont of this they
might do so. Three signalures were re-
quired to make the awrecment, namely, the
signature of the representative of the Tm-
perial Government, that of the representa-
tive of the Comtmonwealth Governmment, and
that of the represemtative ol the State Gov-
ermment.  Until suel time as they get the
signatuve of the representative of the State
Government.  the agrecment  canmot  he
broken. [t it ¢an be bhroken, it ought nok
to be. While £130,000 was found towards
the” investigation, it appears that just at
the last moment the question of the suitab-
ility of the soil for agrienlture was raised.

Mr. Corboy: Still, that does not answer
my question as to what are the prospeets
for a railway for those =ettlers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We in-
iend to tvy (o force the respomsihility on
the other two Governments, in common with
the State (fovernment. When the fime
romes that we ean obfain  the necessary
funds, those settlers will have to be furn-
ished with railway eommunieation.

Mr., Wells: Dy the other Governments
diselatm responsibility ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, to
a cortain extent. Al preseut a representa-
tive of the Lmperial Govermment is in
this State on  his  way to Canberra,
and 1 hope to have a diseussion with
him on the subject within  the next
ftew days. [ hope also that Lhe re-
presentative will not leave Weslern Aus-
tralia vntil the Premier returns. I believe
there would have heen Lttle setflement in
any part of the State had scientific men
investigated the soils. Tn the Avon Valley
there is a good deal of patchy soil, and 1
have no doubt that salt would have heen
discovered there by scientists. However, no
part of the territory now under discussion
is whollv affeeted with salt. 'The records
for the last two or three years prove that
the vields in this territory are above the
average.

Mr. Corboy: The Avon Valley problems
are not the xame as those heve.

[ASSE)

I1BLY.§

The MININTER FOR LANDS: A man
named, 1 believe, King, a Larvmer in that
diztriet, hrought to me a sheaf of wheat
which came from land that has been three
vears seeding; and le told me his average
vielt would he from 21 to 24 hushels. I
way mention that he is an Bnglishman,

Mr, Covboy: That wheat was grown on
witndet and mallee country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ex-
perts consider the land in question to he
nffected with alkali. The settler tells me
what I have communicated to the House; 1
van only take his word for it. There ix an
tpression abroad that the agreement has
alveady bean caneelled. However, if it took
three sigmatures to make the agreement, its
eancellation will take three signatures, U'n-
doubtedly there is an ohligation to those
setflers, My personal helief is that a huge
quantity of wheat and other cerenls will be
produced in that district, besides stock.

AMr. Corboy: But the settlers cannat go
on indefinitely producing while they remain
30 miles from a railway.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I have
told the hon, member that I believe a rail-
wiy will be bt to that distriet. There is
a survey going southward now,  To-day it
is difficult to get rails beeanse it is so hard
to find money to feed men out of employ-
ment.

Mr. Rleeman: You are only making the
position worse.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: | am
af1aid it s useless to expect to please every-
bodyv. In my opinion the Government are
not justilied in expeunding nioney on rails
until some method of dealing with the un-
employed situation has been devised. In
order to afford relief to the settlers, we
have extenrded to ten years the period during
which they will pay merely interest on sur-
vey, and not any part of the purchase
noney, At the emd of that term we =hall
have some idea of whether the land in ques-
tion is worth persevering with, The ecart.
ing honus is 1 matter which will have to he
discussed with the Treasurer upon his re-
furn, T feel quite sure the setilers can con-
tinue tn look to the Government for the
same lenient treatment as hias been extended
to them hitherto.  As te wire netting, 406
miles and 539 tons of harbed and plain wire
were distributed to 120 settlers during the
veatr, at a cost of £21,00h Tt seems dAiffi-
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cult to-day to send oul wire nefting Lo sel-
fler~, berau~e we are bowd to pay interest
o the cost to the Comuonwendth, from
whom the material is veceived by wayv of an
advanee. We know very well when sendine
out netting to the settlers that they will he
unahle to meet the pavments ax they (ol
due.  Further, the Government have to as-
sist the settlers weainst the ravages of the
rabbits, und so the position is not exaetly
etteouraging, During  the opreriation
ot  the wire netting  ~cheme 5,969
miles  of  netting  and 157 tens  of
wire have been supplied  to seitlers,
at a cost of £411,53%2. Therelore the Gov-
ernment have done their wtmest tw  help
settlers to oltain netting at a price which
they ean reasonably be expected (o pay at
some time in the {future, During the yenr
there has heen little migration. In faet,
the only immigation whieh has taken plaee
i= that of ehildren coming here under the
Fairbridge Farm School seheme.

Hon, J. . Willeoek: Ts that
finished now ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not yet.
The total of arrivals for the vear was 93.
and of those ¥} there were 77 for the Fair-
hridge Farm Sehool,  An arrangement las
been made al Home Tor n certain number of
children to he sent out here annually in
order to maintain the guotn at the Mair-
bridee Farm School.  As hen. members are
aware, a conzidernhle amount of meaey is
found by sovicties in England, the Over-
seas Child Jligration Soeiety tfurmishing a
large proportion. The cost to this State
at the present ix about 3. Gd. per ehild.

Hon. 1. C. Willcock: For ahout a hun-
dred children?

The MIXISTER FOR LANDS: T think
the State i» paying for about 200 now.

Hon. M. F. Trov: What do the Timperial
(iovernment pay?

The MIXTSTER FOR LANDS: The Tm-
rerial Goverpnent are not paving anything.
Two English societies are paving, and are
continuing their contributions. From the
sune garette to which T referred a litt:
while ago I learn that during November of
last year a smn of £€2,500 was received from
the (‘oalfields Distress Fund in Fngland to
he paid at the rate of €30 per child des-
tined for the Fairbridge Farm School, pro-
vided the father, if alive, has heen normally
emploved in the mining iadustre hut is in
necv=<itous cireumstances, or, it dead, was

scheme
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during his lite <o employed and lefr his
family in necessitous circwmmstances,  The
committee administering the scheme have a
hieh opinion of the work done by the Fair
bridge Farm Sehool, aml nre anxions that
the work should he continved. 1t will
uppear that the Fnglish coalfields have done
something, out of their distress fund, to
assi=t Buglish children in Western Austra-
lia. The children now coming out are all
under ten years of age, and will not be re-
leasedl Tor cmployiment for another four
vears, .\ certain number ot these children
are released every vear, but all those now
migrating to Weatern Australin are under
the age limit ol ten vears, so that they wil!
vemain on the farm for another four vears
hefore being released tor work in the State,
We have asked the llome anthoritios to dis-
continue sending any other children az soon
as thev have =ent out childien in re-
spect  of  whom  they huve agreements.
[ have not the exacl figwres as 1o
the amount paid, bur  a  considerable
amount ol money comes out from Home for
the upkeep of the Fairbridge Farin School.
During the vear, in order to give some lifte
relief to settlers nnable to pay their land
rents, there has heen a remission of fines,
Tn some quarters the wisdom of thix rouvse
i~ doubted, hut to me at any rate it seems
harsh to fine a man who eannot pav. To
those who have any doubt on the subject T
wish to say that the wan who ean pay and
will not pay has his property forfeited hy
the State. That should be sufficient.

Hon, M. F. Trox: Why should a man be
fined if he ¢annot pay?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T quite
agree that =sueh a  proceeding is wroug.
Where a man able to pay does not pay, his
laud 1= Forfeited. The member for (inild-
ford-Midland has at varions times stated
that the Government have nat given consid.
eration to the report of the Royal Cammis-
sion on Farmers' Disahilities, T say defi-
nitely  that every eonsideration has been
viven to the report,

Tlan, W. N. Johuson: T zaid the Govern-
ment had not miven eoffeet to the report.

The MINTSTER FOR LAXDR: T wish
every member of the House had read the
report a: frequently as membets of the Gov-
ornment have vead it. T ean azsure the
Committee that a great deal of consideration
ha~ been given to the rveport, and that a
great deal was done by the CGovernment
ahead of the veport heing printed. Firstly,
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the repart deals with 2,000 farmers who are
not ¢uite in the position of heing unahle to
continue in their industry but who say it is
impaossible for them to earry on unless as-
siztance is rendered to them. TIn érder to
help those 2,000 farmers it was sugpgested
that a flour tax he iimposed to raise £240,000.
That amount was to be paid into a trust
aceount, and from that account were to he
drawn funds to assist farmers unable to oh-
tain assistance from outside.

Hon. M. F. Troy: A flour tax in West-
ern Australia to raise £240,0009

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Hon.
members will recognise that a tremendous
tax would have to be imposed on the loeal
consnmption of about 2,000,600 bushels i
order to produce £240000 from loeal con-
sumption of flonr. The tax would have heen
s0 severe as probably to raise the priee of
bread by 2d. per loaf. 1 think hon. mem-
hers are aware that sneh a tax on Hour would
he ultra vires the Constitution Aet-—or o
we have been informed. However, even if
the tax were not ultra vives, the taxation of
hread geemis to me one of the poorest methods
of taxation conceivahle. | do not know that
members of this Chamber would allow the
CGrovernment to impose =uch a tax, even it the
Government desired to do so, and the worst
leature of it is that every farmer above those
2000 would have to come down to the level
of the 2,000 hefore he could wet any assisf-
ance, and in a little while the whole of the
Pavining community woulkl have been duwn
there.  That was ohviated by the Federal
Clovernment giving a honns of  41.d. per

bhushel, from which we 7received ahout
£790,000. While the Commissioners say that

certain things might be done, | should like to
draw attention to page 10 where they say,
as follows:—

The plan is limited to taking off the 1931-32
harvest, and the putting in and taking off the
193248 erops. It seems Jittle use at the
prescht time attempting to solve the many
problems which are confronting the State in
the wool and wheat industrics.  Rather an
attemnpt should be made to carry en if possible
far two seasons and then take a sorvey of the
position.

We have done thai with the aid of the Asso-
ciated Banks and the comumercial honses; we
have enabled them lo earry on for two vears,
and T am not sure the outlook i very much
hrighter.

Hon. M. ¥. Troxv: You say yvou did it? The
hanks and the merchants did it,

[ ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: We are
all in it, the farmers themselves and the
banking institutions and the commereial
houses and others who have given credit to
the farmers. At the moment the vutlook is
not much brighter than it was twe years ago,
vxeept that a new order of conditions has
forced itself on to us and we scem to have
settled down to that new order. Kighteen
months or two yvears ago the position in this
Stute scemed almost impossible, lnt to-dayv
we find the people have heen prepared to
face the situation, and in cansequenee are
overeoming their difficulties.  Then in respeet
of those farms of which we will have to dis-
possess the settlers, the Commissioners say-—

LU'ntil times improve and properties are 'sale-
able it might be advisable for the bank to
keep the present occupanis in possession of
the properties, giving them saflicient susten-
anee.

Awd they point out that it is for determina-

tion by Parliament and the Agricultural
Bank. o many instances we lave done that.

There have lheen instanees in which the
farmers refused to stay on the land under
those conditions, feeling thar thex would be
better off in the ranks of the unemploved.
That is why we have so many farms on our
hands at present: people have left their
holding=, not only properties morteaged to
the Govermment, but also those mortgaged to
private hanks, | feel rure ithose people
would have heen far better off had they
staved on the properties that were onee
theirs. '

Hon. M. T, Troy: They goi no backing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
niny cases thev got certnin assistance. In
some cases it was impossible to give them the
backing.  Year after vear there have heen
farmers carried on only by the new money
put it to assist them. During the two vears
we reached the stage where what money we
kad pught to have been, and was, made avail-
able only to those who relurned something
for that money, 8o in conserquence some of
the Farmers had to suffer the vesult of the
shortage of money, and the fact that it was
not a husiness proposition.  The Commis=-
siomers point to the charges made hy the
Tarhour Trust. They state—

It might he pertinently said that the Fre.
mantle Harbour Trust is a taxing marhine
ehiefly on the primary producer, and it might
be conceded that the burden fulls mainly on

primary producers and most certainly doees,
as in vears of heavy production of wheat and
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woul the exports so considerably exepel the
import-.

There i~ une point here which evidently the
Commissioners overlooked.  They sav—

It is siguificant that the following amounts

have been transferred from the Harbour Trast

aceotrnts to Consolidated Revenwe:—

g
158,537
143,107
172,954

1925-29
192930
140t

I 1930231 we had o rvecord wheat  vield
of 33000000 hushels, and we saw  the
biggest export ot wheat that ever Wostern
Australin: hail. Yet there wus 2 talling
off in revenue of £80L000, [t ~hows ¢learhy
that the exporter of primary produce dves
not pay the amount he is credited with hy
the Royal Connmissioners.

Mewmber: There i~ no wharfuge at ali
on wheat,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It the
Fremantle Harbour Trust is a taxing
machine at all. it ix a taxing machine on
imports rather than on expovts. [ think
the idea behind it is that the man who has
to sell his produce in the markets of the
world should get his product away from the
State as cheaply as possible, while those
who hring manufactured goods into  the
Staie should, when they dump their stull
here, pay a little more than those who are
manutaeturing the goods within the State.

Hon. M. ¥. Troxy: They get a rebate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some-
titnes.  OF course thev huve to land their
stuff here at o price at which they can
compete with the loeal manufacturers. [
prapose to give tiguies relating to the pro-
portion paid to the Fremantle Harbour
revenue hy the varions exporting interests,
as follow:—Wheat, nothing: flour. lhran,
pellard, nothine: wool, skins and hides 6.8
per cent. of the revenue: timber, 4 per
cent.: all others, 24 per cent.  There are
the proportions of the tota! revenue. Thnse
are just the primary produets. The Fre-
mantle Harvhour rvevenue is made up hy
the hoats ecalling  there. Two mail
boats  vall every week: then there are
the doreirn  houts  and  the  Eastern
State-  hoats  that  come  here. They
vepresent  the  -ourees  of  a  ronsider-
able amount of the revenue. Perhaps mem-
bers woulil like to know something about
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the service to cargo owners, and the costs.
For instance, pilotage and various other
things amount to €375 =ervice to cargy

owners, namely handling, storage, etc,
L7000 plant hire  and  crane  hire,

L7 grain handling plant. £17,746 or,
the two together, €24785.  That was for
1931-32. So it will be seen that for the
hire of plant and equipment the amount
is comparatively small. It is evident thai
those who charze the Government  with
extorting revenue front the primary pro-
ducer have not made any analysis to see
how the amount~ are arrived at.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: |5 that
return von are ynoting {rom!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS;
these are lignres [ have had taken out,

llon, W. I Johnson: The Lulk Hand-
ling Select Comnnittee received a return
to-dav. but it iz based very differently
from that one.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
my lgures are correct. The Royal Com-
missioners set out how the charges com-
pire with those in the Enstern States. But
it must he realised that Swvdney, with its
tremendons amonunt of =hipping, is able to
handle carge and provide aceommodation
at o price mueh lower than we can offer
here.  The Commissioners =et ont  the
charges at Melbourne and Adelaide and
the various other ports. Of course, if the
awoeunt of cargo handled here and 3dhe
nitinher of hoats coming here were  as
great as those bigger ports enjoy, then
with our eapital expenditure we  eould
rediee onr eharges.  But the eharges  ut
Fremantle harbour are not laid against
(he primary producer. not nearly so much
az ngminst the general community. T hope
memhers will louk into that, and that in
consequence we shall not have this rumour
continually going thrvongh  the country
that  the TFremantle harbour ix made a
taxing marhine against the tarmer.

Hon. W. D. John<on: You take their
surplus profits into Consolidated Revenue,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Our har-
bours cost a great deal to maintain. and
thev ouzht te he maintained out of rev.
rieve,

Hon. W. I). Johnson: But the Fremantle
Harbour Trust dednet interest miwd  =sink-
ing fund and working expenses  hefore
handine vou the sarplus.

u recent

\' Oy
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If it is
paid into revenue and the waintenance is
paid for out of revenue, there cam be
nothing wrong with it. We eannot con-
tinually go on horvowing money to main-
tain anything, for it must be maintained
out of revenne.

Hon. W. 1. Jehnson: The Fremantle
harbour is a taxing machine, for it pavs
over £100,000 surplus revenue into Con-
solidated Revenue.

The MINISTER POR LANDS: Can the
hon. member tell the House whether we
have paid any waintenance ot of revenue?
If s0, the monev has to be brought into
revenne  hefore it paid  out  of
revenue.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But the Harbonr
Trust provides for that.

The MINTSTER ¥OR LAXNDS, Tt mav
be that some of the charees at Fremantle
are high. those made by the people who
handle the goods down there. T have not
investigated that vet, hut il members so de-
sive T will go into it. On page 7 of the ro-
port the Commission set out their recom-
mendations.  They deal with the tariff,
Members know we have nothing te do with
that, and all we can do is to raise a protest
Just as people outside have done. The Com-
imission state that wheat handling at sidings
ardl al terminals should bhe nnder the con-
frol of the Wheat Pool trustees. We have
introdueed a Bill which T hope will enable
u3 to carry that out. Regarding the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trnst charges, the Commis-
sfon recommend that in the interests of the
primary  producer 2 striet  investigation
should bu made with a view to redneing
those charges. [ say that the primary pro-
dueer is the man who pays least of all, As
lo railway freights on wheat and wool, the
House knows we have reduced the rates on
wool considevahly, and as a result we have
inereased the quandity that is earried over
the railwaya.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You have inereased the
rates on wire netting.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: By a
vory small amount.

Hon. M. F. Trox: By 15 per cent. 1
know, because T have paid it

The MINISTER FOR TAXDS: We get
very  litfle  additional vevenwe out of it.
There have heen two slight increases, and
only two.

can  he

‘are the lowest in Australia.

[ ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. . Willeock: Any way, why is a
slight inerease like that imposed?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Hegard-
ing railway treights on wheat, I ‘do not
know whether T have the Agures here, but
I do know that the freights in this Stafe
1 eannot sav
whether (hat is anything {o recommend
them. Hon. members should know that we
have a greater vailway mileage per head of
the population than any country in the
worhl.  Over a distance ot 152 milez the
Freights on wheat in (he varions States are

as (ollows: Western Anstralia 125, 84 ;
Viectoria 13 9d.: New South Wales 1ds.

4d.: and South Australia 15s. 1d. So that
the claim that we are charging the Wwheat-
arower a great deal more by way of freight
i~ coertainly not corrveet, taking into consid-
eration the additienal cost. The reduetion of
costs on the railways in respect of wool ix
3 per cent. below the figure of 1914, on wool
paeks it is 8 per eent. lower, and on fertil-
iwer nn less than 59 per eeni. helow the
1014 fignres. There has been n slight in-
erease in wheaf due to the fact that the rail-
ways  have inaungurafed a lasis  af
carrving. At the present time it is earried
on a 10 or 20 miles bazis. The Commis-
<jon also referred to water rates and charges:
and said fhat those charges ought to he re-
duced. Waler vates were reduced Trom 104
to G per acre hefore the Commission pre-
<ented their veport, and we also cut out the
pernicions method of taxation on those who
were carting water from standpipes, With
revard to road and vermin rates. the House
had already ngreed to legislation enabling
road huards to make reductions in their
taxation hy 30 per eent. After all, these
are anatters entirely for those eclosely asso-
cinted with the industry, and if they do not
know whaf is a fair thing for the industry,
T dn not know how this House ean take the
responsibility.  The Commission also dealt
with land taxafion, That has heen abol-
ished.  The Commission referred to the aho-
lition of stamp duty. T do not know why.
Any farmer to-day who has eome under the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act is exempt
from stamp duty, and there are very few
mortgages heing effected. If hon. mem-
hers pernse the figures denived from stamp
duties they will notice how considerably
thase duties have been veduced. ‘
Hon. M. . Trov: Increased.

new
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The MININSTER FOR LANDS: Perhaps
fire hon, member is reforring ta the stamp
on rheques,

Hen, M. F. Trox: Insurance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
lins heen no inereaze in iM=nranee,

Tlton, M. F. Troy: Yes,

The MININTER FOR LAXDS: There

hia~ not been any inerease. | have heard it
=aid here that we have inereased s=tamp duty
on cheques hy 100 per cent. We have in-
ereased the duly from 1d. 10 24, The Com-
mission also suggest that we =lonld amend
the Agricultura)l Bank Aet to allow the trnz-
tees to forego interest. 1 think hi. mewm-
hevs will know how we have suspended -
terest payments.  We have heen foreed o
da w0 beeause seftlers have heen unable to
pay their interest: therefinre there was no
need for the Commission to have given that
matter so much thought.  Actually it had
heen done. With regard to wheat areas out-
gide the 20-miles radius from existing rail-
ways, the Commission recommended that ail
expenditure by the Agrienltural  Bank  in
those avens showld he diseontinued, as it is
not profitable to produce  wheat  thereon.
After all, many people, oven wmembers of
this Honse, have farmed a greater distanee
Pha 20 ratlwny,  We have
allowed those people to go there and they

miles from =«

have spent their own money in the develop-
ment ot their hlocks.  Any equity in those
properties i= theirs, and it we took them off
those properties and put them  elsewhere
they would he taking uwp the lhabilities of
others, 1 contend that where settlements are
20 miles trom a railway it is our responsi-
hility tu see that railway taeilities are pro-
vided as soon as possible.  The Comuission
also referred to the Goomarin soldier set-
ters. The Government have dealt with those
soldier settlevs on a very fair basis. The
Commission suggested that there shonld he
a writing-down of capital and the removal
of elficient but dissatisfied =ettiers to suitable
blocks in other areas, The blocks have al-
ready heen written down as a result of legis-
lation passed by this House. With regard
to alkali in the =oil in the Lakes Ciormody-
King-Camm areas. T am assured that it is
now not =0 had as was anticipated. [t iz
true that the sheep farmers are having a
very hard time, but it iz diffieulf to give
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themn necessary reliel.  The Commission also
<ay that there is nothing o be gained by
harassing settlers. | can state that that iz
not being done, and has net heen done. The
Commission deal with the transport of live-
stock, and suggest that an Aet of Parvlia-
ment he passed to meet the diftienliy. Gen-
erally speaking, 7 suggest to the House that
we have already given effect to o greal deal
of the Commission’s veport. We have even
anficipated some of their recommendations,
They tell us that there should be an amend-
ment of ihe Federal Bankruptey Act. We
have not yet had anvene who has daved o
test our State legislation: if anvone did so.
he would have to pay.  We are also asked
to make the trostees of the Wheat Pool a
body corporate. Tt is propozed to do that,
amd already there is @t Bill hefore the Tlonse.
The Commission also ask us to make altera-
tions to the Agricultural Bank muanagement.
I do nof know to what extent we shonld
esarev- out these alterations, but it is intended
to put a man in charge of the Sonrh-West.
He will he a travelling inspector.  There
will also he one in the wheat aveas. [t is
impossihle for the trustees to do their work
and travel ihrough the various parts of the
State,  The moember for Mount  Magnel
knows that it was not possible to earry on
aroup  seftlement
methad that was in foree,
had to he haunded over to some responsibic
authority, and if was fransterred from the
control of the Lands Departiient to that
of the Agricnltural Bank. The amount on
the Bstimates this vear is ahout £39,000. 1
have no deubt that hon. members will re-
quire some information about various sub-
jects, but 1 assure them that we have ent
down onr Estimates to as low a figure as
was possible.  There is a deerease as com-
pared with lazt year. 1 can only hope that
the day is not far distant when we shall
again have an active Lands Department.
Last vear the vote was £61.457, and we
spent £57,296. There is a reduction this
vear of £3,880, making the estimate £53,4186.
During the year the Tmmigration Cfficer was
practically c¢losed. The office that was in
Murray-street was removed to the Lands
Depariment. and there is now one officer in
charee of the files, doing that work with
other duties in the Lands Department. [

indefinitely  under  the

iroup settlement
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hope hon, members witl approve of the Bsti-
maies. 1 will do my utmost {o enlighten
them if they seek information.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt Magnet)
[5.59]: The Minister made an  excellent
speech and | compliment Lim on having
given the House so mueh jinformation. Ap-
parently he took some time to prepare his
reply to the Roval Commission on farmers
disabilities, That veply was opportune, be-
cause hon, nmembers on hoth sides have been
stressing the faet that the recommendations
of the Commission had not been adopted.
T have not been able to go into the Minis-
ter’s ligures but T hope to have the oppor-
Lunity to do so betore the Loan Estimotes nre
presented.  Supporfers of the Governmeni
have complained bitterly in country eentres
that no opportunity has been given them
to discuss the Coninission’s report. T would
point out that if the Government do nol
take action to enable members to discuss
it, members themselves can provide the op-
portuntty by moving a motion.

The Minister for Lands: That has been
done hefore now.

Hon. M. F. TROY : The wember For Nel- *

son (Mr, J. 11. Smith} commplained that the
Premier had given the House no opportun-
ity to discuss the Rowal Commission’s re-
port on group settlement matters. There
is no dilfieulty: all the hon, member has to
o is to move a motion, It is not necessary
to blame the Governinent, for the respons-
ibility rests erually on members themselves
to have such matters diseussed. The Minis-
ter fir Lands admitted that his department
hadd been inactive during the past 12 months,
We know it must have bheen so hecuuse lit-
tle scttlement is going on. We ecannot com-
plain of that in the eirenmstances, and the
Minister has pointed out that he is more
coneerned ahout keeping on the land the
People whe are already there. 1 would not
be a party to putting men on the land, par-
tienlarly in the outer areas, where we can-
not provide the necessary facilities. Such
a policy wonld he a menace and the Minis-
ter =aid that when he took olfice he put a
stop to the practice of placing men on land
in remote areas, | want to informn the Min-
ister that that policy was stopped before
he took oflice. The Lahour Government put
w stop to it and refused o allow hloeks in
the onter areas to be selected. 1 refused to
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allow lind to be surveved in the Yilgarn
elertorate bevond Bullfineh and the State
farin at Ghooli.  In the eavly days sebtlers
were in the habit of securing land under
promise to the Government that they would
not seek finaneial assistanee,  As soon as
they hecawe settled, however, they made ii
a political matter that they should secure
assistanee. These  seftlers  abandoned
their  promises and urged upon vari-
ous  Glovermments  that  they  were en-
titled  to  support. Their promises were
ot worth morve than a serap of paper.
To put a stop to that attitude on the part
of seftlers, the Labour Govermmnent estab-
lished the State farm at Ghooli. and T in-
structed the Munaging Trustee of the Agri-
cultnral Bank (Mr. McLarty) that the Gov-
ernment would not allow further asgistance
to settlers desivons of taking up land in the
onter areas, We dild not perinit more land
to be surveyed there, so that there would
be no exense for settlers going out and sub-
sequently urging finaneinl assistance.  We
did that beeause we could not provide the
neeessary facilities for those favmmers. I
find no fault with the discontinuance of the
poliey of settling those outer arveas, but that
disconfinuance had been authorised long be-
fure the Minister took eharge of the depart-
ment. Tn view of the parlous coudition of
the State, 1 have been surprised to learn
that the departinent reeeived such a large
amount in revenuc. During last year the
departmental revenue amounted to £315,000,
which was only £40,000 less than that re-
ceived during the previons 12 months, Con-
ditiens cannot he so very bad in view of
that vesult, and [ inust confess I was agree-
ahly surprised to learn that so many settlers
in the agricultural and pastoral areas—I
preswne that revenne from town Moeks and
other locations is ineluded in the tolal—had
been able to meet their commitments. T hope
that condition of affairs will continue and
that the department will have the same ex-
perienve this year, heeause revenne is neces-
sary. 1 observe also that the departmental
expenditire has declined.  That must natur-
allv he so because the departinent is not as
arlive as it was in former years. T was in-
terested in ihe report issued by the Under
Secretary for Lands, extracts from which
were published in the “West Australian.”
The report furnished mueh information to
hon. members.
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The Minister for Lands: The veport has
heen lakd on the Table ot the House.

Hon, M. IF. TROY : That may be, but | wa~
i 1he country when 1 noticed the publication
i, the “West Australian.”  Appavently, new
settlement has consisted almost exclusively
cf the placing of the unemployed on the
land.  Provided that the State can maintain
those people, amd ¢an secure some return,
1 dn not know of any better way af absorh-
ing the unemploved, particularly in view of
the faet that to-day people are prepared to
wake saerifices that thex would not have
been willing to da sowme tie back.,  Condi-
tions throumghont Western Australin and in-
deed throughout the world in reneral, have
made all of u= a little more reasonahle than
wWe were in mere prosperons times, We have
hegun to face the Facts amd it is possible
that under those rvonditions, provided we
zet the praper type of man and that the man
applies him=elf to his task, land scltlement
can be carrted on much more economieally
than at any other time during the past 20
vears. There has not bheen that a<piration
on the part of many people to zo on the
land to make homes for themselves and to
make sacrifices to that end, sueh as was eom-
mon in the carly days of the colonisation of
Aunstralia.  Tn theze days, settlers eame ouf
from countries where they had never known
homes of their own, and after labouring
under nost oppressive condifions, but
alwavs imbued with the hope and desire to
make for themselves in this new couniry
a home that thex eould enll their nwn, ulti-
mately won their wax o suecezs. T ve-
member that when T was o hoy a song was
popular tn the country where T was horn
and bred. It beean, “*Show me a land where
settlers ean find free and happy homes.”
It was the desire of the seitlers in those
days to secare for them=elves free and happy
homes. 1t was =something thev had wished
for all their lives. and eventually they
attained their zoal because they were pre-
paved to wmake the necessary sacrifices.
When T was Minister for Lands, T encoun-
tered many settlers who had bheen through
the same experience and had the saine aspir-
ations. T have ne ohjection to the placing
of men on the land to-day becanze it is
probably the nost economienl time for it
to be done. On the other hand, T have an
ohjection to the poliey of placing men on
sustenance on improved properties, hecause
nothing could be worse for the settlers or for
the community generally. T am aware that,

_has not occupied all that time.

Cor ~ome vears past, lhe Government have
been maintaining settlers on the land, and,
~o far as 1 know, 100 per cent of the im-
provements to be carried out on the holdings
they have taken up, have already been made.
I'f all the improvements have been carried
oul, why are settlers placed on the bloeks
and paid £2 a week as snstenance? Is it
hecause the land will not maintain the men !

The Minister for Lands: The trouble is
that a lot of the undergrowth has sprong
up, and has had to he eleared ofl.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But thiz has heen
zoing on for a vear or twy, and the un-
dergrowth would not have come up  so
quickly.

The Minister for lLands:
mtch less than that time.

Hon, M, F, TROY : At any rate, the con-
dition= that obtain do not require men on
sustenanee to be placed on the blocks for
{wo or three vears. We have discnssed
this matter before in the House, and
sirely the elearing of the second growth
{ eannot
conceive of anv satisfactory method; of
settlement that depends For suecess upon
the payment of sustenance to settlers at
the rate of £2 a week. [ am intrvigued
with that type of settlement. 1t would
suit a lot of people. I would not ehject
te it mvself. Faney receiving £2 a week
when placed on a fully improved Ffarm,
where no further improvements +an he
efieceted! Tf that is regarded as sueccess,
then there is no man in Western Australia
who could net be successfnl il furniched
with sueh a proposition.

The Minister for Lands: For every cow
the settlers keep, there is a deduction of
3s,

Hon, M. F. TROY: Yet this sort of
thing eontinues merrily! On some  of
these properties the State has spent £2.000
or £41M00.  On some, more than that has
been spent, and 1 entively disagree with
that method of settlement. Tt may kecp
the land in occupation and the improve-
ments maintained, but could any Minister
of the Crown justify a land  settlement
poliey that provides sustenanee at  the
rate of £2  for men placed on blocks al-
veady fully improved? )

The Minister for Lands: We  would
probably have to payx those penple more
if they stayed in Terth.

I orows in
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Hon. M. F. TROY: Then is that the
renzon? If it is cheaper to place the men
on the laad thun to allow them to remain
abovt Perth, and if it ean be regarded
a= o sueeesstnl methad of Jand settlement,
then the unemiployment trouble is solved.
This sort” ol thing way be all right for a
particular Joeality, but it is not good for
the settler or for the Sinte. | have re-
eeived sheaves of complaints from seltlers
but T do not veply to them. When | was
Minister for Lands T did my  hest Tor
them, hut now they are complaining hit-
terly becunuse many of them have leen
put off their blocks and new settlers have
taken over their holdings with the advan-
tage of the puvment of £2 a weck,

+ The Minister for T.ands: That stafement

1s not correct.

Hon, M. F. TROY: T knew it is right,
Tnfortunately we eannot diseuss Agrieul-
tural Bank matters under the Tands Vate.
The bank is not administered hy the Min-
ister but that institution is pressing the
farmers and is pushing off the original
sottlers with the ohjeet of replacing them
with new men who have the advantage of
the sustenunece pavments of £2 a week.
Tioughout the eountry areas, hitterness
is  expressed remarding the unfairness of
the Government in refusinr the originat
gsettlers further assistance hecause  thev
could not make good on their Mocks, and
seeuring to the new settlers the weckly
finaneial assistanee I have mentioned. In
the cireumstances, the  Cononittee  ean
easily understand the reason for the feel-
ing engendered in the rural areas. The
people are hitter about it. .Adthough I
have received many complaints, it is =
matter for the Government to deal with.
The Premier promised the  seftlers  the
heavens and the earth. He promised 1o
reduer interest eharges and capitalisation.
He made lmndreds of promises T eould
nol possibly make il T were to regard my-
<olf ns devent, straightforward and honest.
The Premier mnde them and has not kept
thent,  There is great bitterness and dis-
satisfaetion in consequence.

Nitting suspended from GLT b T pon,

Hon. M. 1. TROY : T wax speaking of the
men on sustenance in the settlement areas.
Tt iz the policy of the Government
fo pay thoese nmen €2 per week. This

[ASSEMBLY.]

poliey s
hecianse

causing  a lot  of dizscontent
some  setilers  rveceive  what s
termed  favouritism, and injustice is done
to others, This is not the time to dis-
enss group setttement, as it does not come
under the administration of the Mimister for
Lands. When the lLoan Kstimates come he-
fove us, T hope to have something to say on
group settlement. 1t is surprising to me that
the gryup settlement administrntion and the
Agriewltural Bank should have heen divorced
from the Lands Depurtment. The Agrieul-
tural Bank amd the group =eltlement areas,
whicl naturally come within the administra-
tion of the Lands Departient, are now ad-
mitiistered by the Treasury, and the Minister
For Lands has no control whatever over those
two important activities. That should not
be so. YWhy it is the case, T do not know.

The Minister for Lands: The group settle-
ments have heen transierred to the Agricul-
tural Bank.

Hon. M: F., TROY: Buat the Agricultural
Bank was alwayvs under the administration
of the Lands Department.  Although memn-
bers on the Government =ide blane the
trustees of the bank For the administration
of group settlement, ihe trustees have no
option but fo chey the instructions received
from the Treasury. The Premier is entirely
responsible For the dissatistaction and the
vhaos that exist, 1 do not hold the Minister
for Lands respimsible, because he does not
administer group sottlement. | was interested
to hear the statement of the Minister regard-
ing the settloment at Lakes IKing, Camm and
Coarmody. | was Minister when the scttle-
ment took place, and | should like to uppor-
tion responsibility te Loth the Laperial Gov-
ernment and the Federat GQovermnent. There
was nothing wrong with that zettlement when
it took place.  1f the =ine ciremnstances
again prevailed, settlement would proveed
otree more as it id in those days. We are
alwavs ahead of railway construetion with
our settlement. The Stale has never been
able to huild railwayvs as settlement pro-
ceeded; it has always been n few vears be-
hind settlement. Members know that all gver
the country sctilers have heen located at
considerable hstances {rom  rajlwavs for
some time, but the policy ol Governments
has been to baild railwayvs as soon ax the
money was available and the =ettlers were
producing. IHad the depression not oceur-
red, no doubt those =ettlers would have heen
enjoving railway communication to-day. We
have to remember that the seftlers at Warl-
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gzarin had to do without rmlway eommuni-
ration for vears, but they got it ultimately.
The zettlers at Lakes King, Camm and Car-
mody would have had rvailway commurnica-
tion, but the depression occeurred and no
money eould be horrowed for the construe-
tion of railways. We had to come fo a
standstill in the matter of railway construe-
tion. T do not know of any Minister who
has made a promise that settlers would be
given railway eommunication beeause they
settled on the land. Certainly such a pro-
nise was never made hy me  Still, it was
always understood that when men went ont
and setiled the country, they would eventu-
ally get railway facilities, That was a
promise of the country. The settiers went to
the Lakes King, Camm and Carmody coun-
try during the time the 3,500 farms scheme
was under consideration.  That  seheme
embraced not only the country to the east
of exisiing settlement south from Southem
Cross, but also the land along the Kulja
eastward railway. Along that line are 400
settlers who were primarily in the 3,500
farms scheme, but when the larger scheme
was under considervation it was submitted
to the Government by the Migration and
Development Commission, of which M.
Gepp was chairman, that the Covernment
might leave the Lakes King, Camm and
Carmody country to be included in the
greater scheme to embrace all the territory
south of Southern Cross and east of exist-
ing settlement to Salmon Gums, The Gov-
ernment built the line from Kulja east-
ward, and that is how the settlers east of
Mollerin got their railway, In my opinion,
the Migration and Development Commission
have an obligation so far as the settlers of
Lakes KNing, Camm and Carmody are con-
cerned. They knew all about the settle-
nment, and stood behind it. About 700
blocks were available for settlement east of
Kulja and at Lake: King, Camm and Car-

mody. They were inside the rabbit-proof
fence. T told Sir Charles Nathan and Mr,
Gunn that people were clamouring for
land and that we could not bhold it

too long, and they said, “You go on with
that; it will come in the larger scheme”
We went on with it. Then the Mal-
lerin area was excluded, in order to
have the whole of the 3,500 farms scheme
served by the one railwayv. I have not fhe
slightest doubt that if the depression had
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not occurred, those people would have had
railwvay communication. A further ob-
stacle presented itself when Dr. Teakle
condemned the land. Dr. Teakle did not
condemn the land at Lakes King, Camm
and Carmody, He condemned land south
of Southern Cross to Salmon Gums: not
all of it. but sufficient to give the Govern-
ment food for thonght. There was never
any fear in the minds of members or of the
CGovernment that the land was salty, be-
cause it does not hear the appearance of
being saliv. Tt grows fine timber. As the
Minister pointed out, althouch it has heen
stated that the land at Lakes King, Camm
and Carmody will become salty, that has
not heen the experience of the settlers so
far. They have grown very good crops.
Dr. Teakle's report did not condemn all
that land; it condemned a percentage of
the land, sufficient to prevent any Govern-

ment from taking the responsibility for
pursuing seitlement.  Consequently the
Government paused, and later declared

that they would not go on with the setfle-
ment of the larger area to Salmon {iums
until the whole area had been investigated.
In that deeision the Government were sup-
ported by the Migration and Development
Commission. It was a very wise poliey.
Looking back over the years that have
elapsed, I consider that the Government
acted wisely.  There is nothing to re-
gref. We were criticised and condemned
at the time for not proceeding with the
scheme, and Dr. Teakle’s report was de-
rided as being absolute nonszense. 1 have
no hesitation in saying that had every
settlement scheme in Western Australia
been entered upon in the same spirit and
with, the same precaufions, there would
not have been the calamity experienced over
group settlement.  Neither would there
have been the settlement of large numbers
of people on unsuitable country and under
unsuitable conditions. The then Govern-
ment determined not to proceed with the
scheme, and immediately upon that in-
tention being announced, the present Pre-
mier made a statement to the Press. He
was always making statements crificising
us, [ often refleet how different is the
attitude of the present Leader of the Op-
position, and how much fairer Mr. Collier
is eompared with what Sir James Mitchell
was. Month after month he lost no oppor-
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tunity to eriticise and condemn us. In the
eourse of his statement to the I'vess he
said—

The salt bogey is convenient just now, be-

cause it enables the Government to put off
further consideration of the work of settling
this area. The 3,500 farms scheme has been
dangled before the public for vears, and
advertised so much tant land-hungry people
of the Bastern States came here to select
land, oniv to be disappointed and te return
east and decry the land settlement methods of
this State. Dr, Teakle, in his report, does not
indulge, as docs the Premier in his statement,
in a more or less wholesale condemnation of
certain elasses of land. 1f you strike trouble,
you naturally make all posgsible investigations,
But fancy applying soil analvses to our
millions of acres of land when we know that
the characteristies of land the world over
change very rapidly!
In two columns of Press matter Sir James
Mitechell derided Dr. Teakle and  con-
demned the Government for having taken
notice of Dr. Teakle’s report. The pres-
ent Minister for Works also had something
to say, but he was very much less con-
demnatory in his remarks. He assumed
that Dr, Teakle’s report constituted a con-
demnation of the whole of the forest area
of Western Ausiralia.  Of course that
was not so. Sir James Mitchell’s con-
demnation was that the Government did
not push on with the whole scheme and
ienore Dr. Teakle’s report entirely.

The Minister for Works: T knew what
was happening at Lake Brown.

Houn. M. F. TROY: I have the Minis-
ter’s remarks on the subject. We did not go
on with it. Tt would have heen suicidal for
the Government to have done s0. We should
have heen very blameworthy had we gone
on with it. I am glad the Government have
not shifted more than a dozen people from
the Lakes Carmody, King and Camm dis-
tricts.  Out of ilie money that has been
raised by the Loan Couneil a sum should be
set apart for the construction of a railway
into those areas.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Hon. M. F. TROY : There are 200 or 300
settlers there, Money i3 heing raised by the
Loan Council to-day. Noit a great mileage
of railway is required; but the people shouid
he given railway communication so that they
might make a suecess of their holdings. 1f
the depression had not ocenrred the railway
would have heen built two years ago. 1 was
told that the Minister for Lands said one
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early t;mrning that I had wasted a lot of
money. That was not true.

The Minister for Lands: When did T say
that?

Hon. M. F. TROY : I was told that early
one morning, when I was absent from the
House, the Minister said 1 had wasted many
thousands of pounds.

The Minister for Lands: 1 said vou con-
tinued to spend mgney on group settlement.

Hon. M. F. TROY : T have a vad in pickle
for the Minister in that regard. If he said
[ wasted money on group settlement, not a
man in this country nor a member of this
Chaumnber would helieve him if he said it a
thousand times.

The Minister for Lands: I did not use the
word “wasted’”; T said “spent.”’

Hon, M. 1", TROY : T did not waste any
money. The people know that the present
Premier was entirely respounsible for the
whole thing. I shali he ahble to furnish some
Faets vegarding this question when we veach
the Loan Estimates. I tried to give the set-
tlers a sense of responsihility, but all the
time the present Premier was visiting the
settlements and telling the people they were
being badly treated and that all they meeded
wag a fair deal. IMe sxaid the Jand was all
right, the settler was all right, and the
elimate was all right, hut that the admninis-
tration was all wrong and the settlement
was being ruined. Sir James Mitchell does
not dare to poke his nose into a rroup set-
tlement aren now, and he never goes near
any of them. Last Christmas Le certainly
went down that way, but he spent his time
fishing along the coast.  When he heard
there was to he a public meeting he helted
from the area and will not go there any
more. 1 shall eontinne to do my utmost fo
see that the settlexs of the Lakes Curmedy,
King and Camm areas get their railway.
Despite what Sir Charles Nathan may have
said, T have some sense of responsihility,
[ said to the Migration and Development
Commission in the Premier’s room that peo-
ple were elamouring for this  land. My,
Gunn replied, “Go on with it; it is part of
the scheme.” Tt would have been part of
the scheme but that Dr. Teakle's rveport put
an entirely different complexion upon the
situation. 1 do not know whether Dr.
Teakle is right or wrong. He knows more
about the matter than I do. Tf in the he-
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ginning of our wheat development, Dr,
Teakle had gone abroad in Western Ausbru-
Hia we might not have seitled a single farm.
He might have condemned every block.
There is hardly a farm in the State which
after a time does not show evidence of salt.
[ visited the Forvest homestead at Northern
Ciully about 20 years awo. There was a
freshwater brook passing through the or-
chard, and T thought the place resembled
a veritahle Eden. A few vears ago 1 founl
that the brook had gone salt, and that the
whole of the area in front of the house had
done the same. The country had heen elearad
and attempts had heen made to eonserve
the moisture.  Fhe water level had risen ansk
the salt had broken ount. Several hundreds
of acres of land there will not now grow
crops, because the water has rizen and the
salt has heen left behind. That sort of
thing is going on in many parts of the State.
Dr. Teakle, however, knows his subject.
Any Government which ignored his advice,
in view of what has happened at Salmon
Gums, would he taking a grave responsi-
bilitv. The Minister did not say whether
the Government proposed to assist the set-
tlers in this area hv giving them a earting
bonus. They will have to find the money
for thi= until railway communication iz
extablished, This would be of help to those
people until they are given the -ame faeili-
ties a~ are enjoved by other settlers. The
veduetion in land rentals due to an amend-
ment of the Land Aet, and based on the
price of wool, has meant a saving of £18,000
to the pastoralists.

The Minister for Lands: For the half
vear, from January to June.

Hon. M, F. TROY: The veport indicates
that it i for the whole year. Tt s not a
very remarkahle reduction, although T sup-
pofe it is of some advantage to the people
concerned. 1 cannot see any possihility of
such a saving heing of material assistance to
men who are down and out. [f thev had the
land for nnthing they could not carry on
under present conditions. T am net con-
demmning this temporary help, but we should
at the time have hased the reduetion not on
the value of wool, hut on a 33 1 3rd per
cent. cul ~uch as has applied evervwhere else
in thi- Sinte. ’

The Minister far Tands: The maximum
cut has heen 2214 per cént. We reduced
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some of the Wimberley pastoral rents 40 per
cent,

Hon. M. F. TROY: 1t is 33 1.3rd per
cent in all.  The department has a large
number of abandoned farms which are going
back to nature, Many of those farms are
on the wheat belt, What do the Government
intend to do with thom? The Agricultural
Bank trustees have advanced money for the
development of those areas, and are not will-
ing o sell unless they et back the
whole of the monev involved. That is an
unsound poliey. The money wns not ad-
vanced on a sound developmental hasis in
the first place. Tt has happened that a set-
tler has not heen doing well and has bor-
rowed all the monev he could nnder the
Agricultural Bank Act. or as much as the
trustees considered advisable to lend. Onw-
ing to pressure brought to hear upon the
trustees, from time to time the setfler has
had further advances. Tater on, le has re-
ceived more money thronch the Industries
Assistance Board. The interest wns never
paid and the rents fell into arrears. Such
a proverty now earries a capitalisation that
iz not warranted in the ecirenmstances. No
new gettler looking for land will take over
the hurden when the improvement= do not
renre<ent the actual outlay. The hank will
he commelled (o rveduce the capitalisations
heenuse the eapital itzelf was not huilt up
om a sound developmental plan.  IE was
huilt un an advances that weve made from
time to time through political pressure.

The Minister for Tands: The eapitalisa-
fion is heing reduced.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The bank is trying
to get back all the money it can. In these
times whon money is searee the bank trastees
have not a chance of getting if. “With the
nrice of wool and wheat standing at n Tow
level, no man in his senses would pay more
for a propertv than it will return under
present conditions,

Me, Grifliths: The hank will eut down the
price to 4 neweomer,

Ton. M. F. TROY: The applieant max
ot o reduction. Int the trustees were not
Justified in the first ecaze in advaneing all
the menev they did. The monev was onlr
«iven hecause of political influence that was
hronght to bear. Members of Parliament
enmplained. reproached and eondemned, and
the trnstees gave wav little by little honing
that an advanee of £100 mizht make the set-
tlers’ position secure.  That €100 led to
anonther €10 until the settler received
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£1,000, and his last position was worse than
his first. Ultimately the bank will have to
write down these properties very consider-
ably before n purchaser ean be found. Tt
is important that these properties should not
be allowed to revert to nature, and that pur-
chasers should be found for them as soon
as possible to take them over. To this end
they should be asked to take over only a
fair liabiity so that the properties might
be brought up to a reasonahle stage of de-
velopment. If the present state of affairs
continues for twe more vears, considerable
writing down will have to be done. How the
State will stand T do not know. T eannot
conceive of the State paving its wav, Let
members imagine present priees continu:
ing for another two wvears. What position
will the State be in them! The settlers
will be wunable to ecarry their liabili-
ties and there must bhe a writing down
all round. TIf we can get relief through a
writing down of interest overseas, and that
is o question which will have fo be taken
up as soon as possible, we shall have to
pass that relief on to the settlers and those
people who ave the debtors of the State.
The Minister alleged that the Government
bad reduced railway freights on super. ke
did not represent the facts. Freights were
reduced hecause the superphosphate com-
panies had erected estahlishments at Ger-
aldton and Bunbury.

The AMinister for Lands: I was on!y re-
plying to the report of the Commission.

Hon. M. F. TROY: On such vital ma-
terial as wire netting, freights have gone up
15 per eent. The rabbit pest is a growing
one and is responsible for very great dam-
age being done. The freight on galvanised
iron and most hardware, including piping
and windmills, has also risen 15 per cent.
All these commodities are veruired for the
development of the land. Tn my opinion,
the rates should not have been raised at
a time like this, when settlers are in a des-
perate position. T am glad to learn from
the Minister that every attempt will be made
to keep our setilers on the Iand. TE they
went off their holdings, we would have to
maintain them elsewhere. There is an
opinion amongst people that if they leave
the land the Government must maintain
them. 8o the settler who has heen main-
tained must reecognise that the State is do-
ing him a service, because if he leaves the
land and betakes himself elsewhere, there
is only one end to it: a time will come
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when it will not be possible to maintain
anyhody. There is an idea that wealth is
turned out in o machine-like manner, and
that there is no end to it, But of eowrse
there is an end to it. So whilst the Gov-
ernment are sticking to the settlers—and
they should do so as long as they can, and
up to the last shilling in the ease of the legi-
timate settler—the settlevs must not expeect
that they are to be assisted at the expense
of everyhody else. Evervone must get a
fair deal. I would like to impress that fact
upon members opposite.  They tell the set-
tler that he is the one man in the country.
True he is an important element in the
eountry; hut every man who renders a ser-
viee 15 of benefit to the couniry, it matters
not where he renders the service. The men
who tend machinery, who drive a locomo-
tive, who handle hutter or wool, who shear
the sheep, all are rendering service, and all
are of importance to the ecountry. Every-
body who remnders a service to the State
must be considered. The settler. must get
helpp as far as possible, and so must every-
one eclse who renders serviee. I hope the
Government will find money to keep the set-
tler on the land, and at the same time give
a fair deal to evervbody else in Western
Austraiia.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Cuildford-
Mudland) [8.3): Thiz department, in eon-
Junction with the Agrieultural Department,
in my opinion offers the only means of re-
lieving the gloomy, melaneholy life of those
who have been unemploxed for a vear or
two vears, or more, and whose outlook for
re-employment is so remote that they have
given up hope, and have become despondent
as to ever getting bhack to work. T have
never taken part in any of the schemes for
suburban bloeks, or similar means, as heing
of any value to relicve the distress of the
wnemploved as we have them to-day in their
thousands.  To my mind, there are men
with large families, able-hodied men. sirene
in physique, eapable in mentality, who, as
things are, will never go back to work. It is
my belief there is no hope of industry be-
ing revived sufficiently to enable men arouni
the age of 30 to ohtain industrial employ-
ment again, Holding that view, I can quite
understand the gloom and despair in thou-
sands of Western Australian homes fo-day.
But just as T sympathise with that position.
I am satisfied that we could overcome the
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dittenlty it the Lands Department would
exert itself and the Agvicultural Depariment
woutd become acrive.  There are, T know.
members who say that the only hope there
i# for the unemptoyed ix to get them on the
Tand,  As T have already stated, there iz
talk of putting the uneinploved on soburban
blocks. Suburban blocks are not going to
give emplovment. or supply the wanis of
the unemployed, The idea of trying to get
results from Herdsman Lake s, to my min,
nonsgense.  Such a scheme will get us= no-
where. We shall never satisfv men who oo
an =uch blocks unless the tilling of the seil
in sueh eonditions is assoriated with em-
plovment in industry. T agree that in the
case of wen working as lumpers at Pre-
mantle and having blocks at Coogee, Spear
wood and elsewhere, there is a comhination
which goes a long way towards making life
happy and towards making family econdi-
tions genial and satisfactory to children a-
well ag parents. But to-dav we have eor
past that stage. The possibility of further
emplovment for lumpers is decreasing, regu-
larly decreasing: and there is a possibility
of ity diminishing still further. Industry
cannot possibly -sustain the wage bill it has
sustmined in the past. Nevertheless, we
have to appreciate that we must provide for
thoze who will be displaced as a result of
the needs of primary development and pro-
duction, and also provide for these who
have been out of. work for, as T say, two
and three vears. There are members who
sayv, “If vou do mot agree with settlement
on suburban holdings, vou must support ihe
confmuation of settlement in remote dis-
tricts.” That 1T condemn more definitely
than T do the suburban proposition. Asso-
ciated with men in industry, the suburban
propnsition is aante practicable; bnt to men
out of work if 15 of no value at ajl. There
is talk of tryving to maintain men on land
remote from railways, but such talk merely
ageravates the position. What is the use
of the Minister for Lands -holding forth
abont adding 1o the bonus on wheat, wo-
sound in itself, which the wheaterowers are
wetting to-day from the TFederal Govern-
ment hecause they produce a commodity at
a loss, and taxing the community to provide
a bonus of 41%4d. or more per bushel. In ad-
dition, the Minister is going to subsidise the
industry by a ecarting honus. The position
heeomes economically impossible, and cannot

JTeht T maintain them.
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continge.  Fvervone wio thinks the ques-
tion out st appreciate thar we ave drift-
ing 1o dizaster in that regard. Deople close
te railwayz, people on the hest of land.
people on  well-developed heldings, to-day
cannot produce the wmuin produets at a pro-
tit. Then what ig the use of paying a eart-
ing bonus and talking about maintaining
peaple on land scores of miles from the rail-
wav system? Tt is ridiculons to keep them
there. Tt i< hearthbreaking to ask them fo
stav there. Women and children must be-
come depressed nnder suel conditions, and
it ix no credit fo Western Australia to main.
tain o situafion of that kind.

The Minister for Lands: Those people
were there, at that di<tance from the rail-
wav, when yvon were in office.

Hon, W, D JOHNSOX: [ min not assa-
cidted with that. I am expressing mv view.
and T wish to he consiztent. T do tvy to he
consistent in mv political heliefs, T have
pelitieal convictinns, and as far as I see tha
1T have never hean
a party te putting settlers on impossible
propositions. I have bronght seores »of
settlevs in from remote areas when I knew
their farming conditions to bhe sueh that
the settlers wonld never make a snccess.

The Minister for Lands: And vou made
them take their debts with them.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOXN: [ may have
done that; but I put them all on an econo-
mic possibility, and without exception they
sueceeded. But that is by the way.
Whether I did or did not do the right
thing when I was Minisier or when 1 was
in anthority will not have any effect on
the existing economic situation. What T
am leading up fo i this: members say,
““You eondemn the suburban settlement
praposition and the extension of railwavs
for settlement purpeses. What do vou
agree with? If vouw are honest in your
contention that this department plus the
Agricultural Department e¢an do the major
part towards remedyving the pozition of
the unemploved workers, see that they do
it.” I declare emphatically that what we
have to do to-dav is to relcase the unim-
proved lands adjoining our railway svs-
tem. It is a perfect outrage—no one can
dezeribe it in milder langnage—that we
should permit thousands upon tens of
thousands of acres of the very best land
in Western Australia to be held up against
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settlentent by people who cannot use it
themselves,  To the south of Bunbury
there ave thousands uvpon thousands of
acres of excellent land; and between Bun-
bury and Bridgetown the pick of the land
of Western Australia is held by people
who cannot use it and who deny the right
of the unemployed to get relief by using
it. We canmot make a  man  satis-
fied Dby putting him on a pettifogging,
pocket-handkerchief lot in or adjacent to
the metropolitan area. He wounld be given
new life and new hope if a (iovernment
would say to the holders of those large

areas of unimproved lands. “You have
no right under the economic conditions
of to-day to wonopolise land which

could he made the salvation of Waestern
Australia.’’ T have spoken feelingly, and
I speak feelingly to-night, because I am
fired of commenting upon the unfairness
of the position where people monopolise
land alongside existing roilways, vlcse to
butter factories, close to all the needs of
civilisation, including schools. And
settlers are senf away to the 3,500-farms
scheme, and to an impessible proposition
that is in progress to-day—what is known
as the Frankland River settlement. Men
ave clearing land 20 or 25 miles from an
existing railway, land that will never be
settled. The Minister talks about ifs be-
ing apple country. Who is going to plant
apple trees there? What hope is there of
people going out and undertaking the task
of putting land under ecultivation in those
remote parts? Will not the Minister and
those in authority profit hy the experience
of the Denmark settlement, which was
cleared on the lines along which the Min-
ister is wasting money to-dav? That land
was cleared hefore people were availahie
to settle it, and in consequence the rve-
growth sprang wp and the  subsequent
clearing cost more than the orizinal. We
are perpetuating that to-day. The ecurse
of our group settlement scheme was our
hlundering. Nohody knows hetter than
the present Minister that the grouvp settle-
ment is a rank failure, a wastage of five or
six million pounds, simply because we blun-
dered along ns we are hlundering along
to-day. Land totally nnsuitable was
selected, and thousands of pounds were spent
on land that was abandoned hefore heing
cullivated.  Areas were cleared which were
under water i winter and as hard as

vet-
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boards in summer. And over all was the
faet that the land was so remote from
eoilways that it was impossible to make a
suceess of it. We o not want to go on
repeating that kind of thing. The green
country was cleared and there was no
hope of sweetening it.  Lven the gvod
forest eountry eould not respond, heeauss
it wng as sour as could be. The land
shonld have been ringhbarked ond the
country sweetened by fires, the growth cut
down in order to feed those fires. But all
that was disearded and we went blunder-
ing along trying to sweeten rotten country.
and ftyving to settle green country that
was totally unsuited to production. The
same thing is going on to-day. DBut the
land T speak of, whieh has been monopo-
lised and which the owners cannot use,
that land, gencrally spenking, has heen
ringbarked and fives have gone through
it, with the result that largely it is sweet-
ened country that would respond to enlti-
vation and give a good living to those
assoviated with its culture and develop-
ment. Why will not the Government tackle
this question? What is the use of going up
to Dartmoor? What hope is there of our
building a railway to Davtmoor?  There
will he no vailway constructed there if my
voice ean prevent it.

AMr. Griffiths: What about my Yarramony
railway?

Hon, W, D. JOHXSON: T told the hon.
member 10 years ago he would never see
the Yarramony railway, and 1 snggested
to him a means by which he could help his
people.  But he turned down my sugges-
tlon and is still awaiting the Yarramony
raitway.  Neither the hon. member nor T
shall live to see that railway, for it will
never be built. Nor do T think we shall ever
live to see other lines built, as for instance

that to Lake Carmody and sueh remote
places,

The Ainister for TLands: What about
Nabawah?

Hon, W, D. JOHXSOXN: XNeither the

Minister nor I shall see that.

The Minister for Railways: You make me
ghiver with vour pessimism,

Hon, W. D, JOTINSOXN: It is time Min-
isters shiverved. Tt iz all right for them to
he zoing to the Lean Council for money on
which thev have to pay interest for the pur-
poze of hetping the unemployved. But a
calamity will come upon us unless we tackle
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this unemployment problem in a more sym-
pathetic way, which is to tackle the land
question and «ettle all the unimproved land
along the railways. There is no other solu-
tion of the unemployment difficulty, no hope
in elearing land and preparing earthworks
in anticipation of vailways and so wasting
money that has been borrowed from the
Loan Council and upon which we are sup-
posed to pav interest. There is no hope of
paying that interest on the work we ave do-
ing,

The Attornexy General: What is the zolu-
{ion you are ialking abont?

Hen, W, D). JOMNSOXN: The solution of
getfing possession agnin for the State of all
unatilizerl unimpreved lands along railways,

The Attorney (ienerval: How?

Hon. W, D, JOHNSOXN: The hon. men-
her should know, for he knows hew to put a
Had. tax on a Har rate on the workers. He
has the courage to penalise the workers, hut
when it comes to the land owner it is an-
other matter.

The Attorney General: Why
telling us how to get possession
land?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: The Atiorney
General should know better than I how fo
tackle the question. If T were Minister for
Lands

The Minister for TLands: Yon have heen
. here.

Hon, W, D. JOHUNSON: I know that,
but 1T am telling the Mtorney General that
if 1 were the Minister for Lands to-dax T
would go to the Atfornev General and out-
line to him my proposals,

The Atforney General: You cannot put
it on to me.

Hon, W, 1. JOHXNSON: T do not expect
much from the Attorney General in this re-
gard, for he would zooner placate thosge in
po=session of the country than harass them
in apy wav. But unless vou deo more than
von are doing for those who have been un-
emploved for vemrs, vou will be forced to
do it in another way. [f iz quite a simple
matter fo introduce lemizlation to compel
the utilisation of that land.

The Atftorney General: What sort of legis-
lation?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: Taxing legisla-
tion. Yon can put a tax of 434d. on a flat
rate on incomes for the purpose of raizing
money, and so vou eould pnt a eraduated
land tax on unused unimproved land.

object to
of that
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The Minister For Railways interjected.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, I would
contizeate, With privaiion and suffering
rampant in onr midst, 1 would not hesitate
to confiscate that land.

The Attorney General: All land alongside
railwavs?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSOXN : There. would he
no need to zo that far, but the Minister for
Railways asked me where I stood in the
maiter,

The Minister for Railways:
not.

Hon. W. D, JOIHNSON: At all cvents,
the way vou looked at me implied that vou
wanted to sec if T had the courage to say
exactly what T wanted to do.

The Minister for Railwavs: You stand
for a tax on the unimproved value of land.

Hon. W. D. JOHXNSOX:
that land into use.

The Alinister for Railways:
wouldn’t.

Hon. W. D, JOHXSON: T know what
[ would do.

The Aftorner General: Tell us what vou
would do.

Hon. W, D. JOHXNSON: T would place
on that land tasation that would eompel
the present owners to make it available under
eonditions favourable to the people, or else
to abandon the land and so enable the Gov-
ernment to make it nvailable to the people.

The Minister for Lands interjeeted.

Hon. W. D, JGCHNSOXN: T know differ-
ently, I have travelled hetween Bunbury
and Bridgetown more than once.

The Minister for Lands: When was the
last oceasion?
Hon. W.

months.

The Minister for Lands: What about tak-
ing a month off now.

Hon. W. D. JOANSOX: T would go if
the Minister accompanied me. The Mipis-
ter savs he is quite enthusiastic about the
area at Dartmoor. But that is tou remote
from an existing railway.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is within 100
miles of a port.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSOX: Tt is not the
kind of countrv that requires settlement to-
dav. We have more than suffieient of that
slazs of country already rettled. The kind
of ecountry requiring seitlement to-day is
ithat hetween Bunbury and Pemberton

No, I did

T would tax

No, vou

D. JOHNSON: Within six
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There iz sufficient there to relieve the most
distressful eases amongst our unemployed.

The Attorney General: Your idea is fo
tax the unimproved value to the extent of
ahout 2x. in the pound.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I would accept
anything the Attorney General proposed.
My case is that the people who have monop-
olised this good land for vears have not
utilised the land, notwithstanding which we
have built expensive roads and railways all
through that land. That land has not been
utilised for the purpose for which it was
made available and selected. We cannot
allow that position to continne, The Minis-
ter is wrong in attempting to clear addi-
tional arens at Nornmalup. It will never he
any good, and there i= no chance of the
seftlers making an economie suecess of if.

The Minister for Railways: I heard that
ahout Bruee Rock once,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: You may have,
but it was from someone who had
not studied the question. Bruee Rock
was in an excellent rainfall arvea and
consisfed of counfry eminently suited
for the production of sheep and wheat.
T was associated with it and I did not hesi-
tate to go into it with the utmost enthns-
lasm. I was active in getting railway com-
munieation right through that good helt of
country and to-day it is one of the hest
areas in what is known as our wheat belt.

The Attorney Genernl: You still have
not told us what you would do.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T would sack
the Attorney General for his failure to deul
with a problem that wants eapable handling.
The Attorney General is charged with the
responsibility of finding ways and meins
of putting the Government poliey into op-
eration. I am appealing to the Minister to
declare the Government poliey, a pelicy of
making areas available under reasonable
conditions by which there would be some
prospect of happiness and prosperity for
the settlers. The Government should declare
a policy of making available land adjacent
to railways, and if the Attorney General
cannot find ways and means of doing that,
he should allow others to do so. What 1
am urging has heen done before. New Zea-
land did it. The Ballanee Goverument de-
cided that they were not going to allow land
monopoly to continue any longer, and they
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compelled the ionopolists to make their
land available.

The Minister for Railways: Of course
there is no unemployment in New Zealand
to-cay !

Hen. W. D. JOHNSON: I am speaking
of the land monopoly that existed in New
Zealand when the Ballance and Seddon Gov-
ernmenls were in power. Both those Gov-
ernments had an Attorney General who was
capable of framing legislation that had the
effect of making land available to the peo-
ple. A large aven was made avnilable as
the result of a hetterment tax that was im-
posed. I have spoken quite calmly on this
matter for two or three years, hnf T seein
to have dene no good at all. T was deter-
mined to-night to raise the question ngain,
and in a lond voiee fo trv to make some im-
pression. I helieve now the Attorney Gen-
eral appreciates what was dene by other
men in other countries possessing the op-
portunities that he has now, Holding the
portfolios that he fills in this State, they de-
vised ways and means of unlocking monop-
olised land. 1 appeal to him to become
active and de likewise with land along the
South-Western ratlway line in this Stata.
The land is there. T want to make it abund-
antly elear that hefore we get out of our
diffienlties we may be compelled to organise
ounr relief on a different basis. We shall
have to place the wnemployed on land of the
kind that I have deseribed, where they will
be able to help one another and
make life happier than it is to-day.
I do net wish to saxy anything further re-
garding the unimproved land problem along
our existing railways, I have made an ap-
peal to the Minister to try to do something.
Last vear he promised to conduet an inves-
tigation. T do not know how far that in-
vestigation went, but the fact remains that
the land is still unused and the area to which
I have referred to is still monopolised.

The Minister for Lands: It is nearly all
State forest.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSOX : T know it is not.

The Minister for Lands: But I say it is.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Then it it is.
a fire has destroyed it to a great extent.
Thera are many thousands of acres of land
there. end it is no use trying to cover up
the position. Of course, there are ureas of
forest country it is wise to conserve, but the
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land te which I refer iz available there.
Exverybody that has gone through that coun-
try konows it is there, and anvone who ig
interested in the weltare of the State will
condemit any pelicy at the present ifime that
will permit the existing conditions to con-
hnue, With regard to those aveas in what
is known as the 3,500 farms country, 1 de-
clare most emphatically that the zetilers
there are on a mest mmpossible eeoncinie
proposition. There is no hope of suecess;
there is no chance of a railway being built
there and | do ask the Minister to inang-
urate a policy whereby it will hbe possible to
bring those people closer to railway com-
munication and within a reasonable distance
of markels. If the Minister were to start
organising in that direction fo-day, he could
do a great deal. 1 appeal to him not to per-
mit people to continue to live hetween 40
and 350 miles from a railway. It is a
hopeless proposition to-day to attempt to

tarm  successfully so fav from railway
communieaiion. Farming costs have heenw
cut to the hone, and thousands of

farmers are getting merely food in ve-
turn for their labour. The amount being
paid in wages fo-day in conuection with the
prodnetion of wheat is very small indeed,
and T ask the Minisier to see whether he
cannot  relieve existing  distress by doing
<onicthing more than has been done vegard-
ing interest rates. Why is it we are so fear-
tul of going into this question of interest
payments? This is the position as I see it,
and I should like the Attorney General to
fry to take a serious view of it. We have
ruised money fov the purpose of improving
our farms. The value of thoze farms te-
day has depreciated from 33 to 30 per cent.
But we are still paving the fanll inferest
rates on the original value, The banks to-
day say that thev sympaihise with us. They
appreeiate the fact that the money that was
advaneed to us to expend was expended on
development, and thev say, “Although your
asset has depreciated, although the value of
the improvements has fallen from 33 tn 50
per cent., vou must continne to pay vour full
interest rates.” There is no equality of
sacrifice there. T do not mind doing my
share, and other farmers do not mind doing
theirs, but we cannot do the Tot. Tn the
name of all that is reasonable, fair and
honest, why should the banks say to me.
“Now, Johnson, T have advanced von a cer-
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tain amount of money; we encouraged you
to do improvemeniz, and yon have carried
tho=e out wiih the money we lent you. You
have supplemented the amount we lent, but
what vou have done has proved to be a
iailure; but, Johnson, you have to carry
the whole of the failure, and you have to
re-pay io us every penny we have advanced.”
Surely- there are means whereby we can
overcome a difiiculiy of that kind. What
I have suggested over and over augain on
hehalf of the farmers of the State is that
we should realize that during the last three
vearz (here have been colossal increases in
dehis: the eommodities we produce have be-
come reduced in value to such an extent
that our indebtedness either to the banks or
to others outside has increased enormounsly.
I smgge-t it i a reasonable proposition for
the Government to say, “We will find
by investigation the amount that the
farmer has lost during fhe last three
vears.” 1 do not say that that amount
should be written-off; I do not sug-
gest that. But T do suggest it is a reason-
able thing to say that thai amount should be
funded and that the farmer should be re-
lieved from paying interest on it, but that
he shonld he required to pay a certain
amount off the sum in proportion to his
eapacity to do so, a capacity that can be
calenlated quite simply each year until that
which he has lost in the three years shall be
repaid to those who have suffered the loss.
Tt T fail to pay not hecause of incapacity on
my part, but beeause of the collapse of the
world economic position, and beeause priees
have fallen below the cost of productica, I
should not be called upon to carry the whole
burden. Surely there iz n methed of dis-
trihuting . You impose taxation on me
all the time, but von are not imposing any-
thing on the other fellow. Again I appeal
to the Government to realize that we can-
not drift in the way we are doing.
We cannot stand compound interest;
we e¢annot pay simple inierest on the ae-
cwmnulated inereased indebtedness of the lazt
three vears. Surely it is a reasonable pro-
position.  On behalf of the producers, T ask
the Government to establish an organisa-
fion, eharged with the responsibility to in-
vestimate each settler’s claim, ascertain tfo
what extent he has retrogressed during the
three-year period, determine how he has
suffered as a re-nlt of the fall in eommodity
prices and then deeide how much shall be set
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aside in a special fund, free of interest, ani
allow the repayment of that amount to he
extended over a number of years. Again
I make an appeal to the Government. I
have done so before. Tast year I appealed
to them to tackle the question, hot T have
gol. nowhere with it, The Minister for
Lands said I complained about him not do-
ing something regarding the report and
recommendations of the Disabilities Com-
mission. I helieve the Government failed
to deal with the recommendations of that
Commission as speedily ana as promptly as
the condition of the industry reguired.

Mr. Patrick: You said that the only re-
commendation of any value was that relat-
ing to a monopoly in rezard to wheat
handling.

Hon. W, D, JOUNSON: T said that that
recommendation represented something of
definite value in that it would reduce ecosis
considerably, What T said in that regazd
with reference fo the bag system, applies
with creater force to the conditions that wili
obtain wnder bulk handling. T have not
heen enthusiastie regarding anv of these
suggestions beenuse they represent merely
palliatives. They are advanced with the
object of staving off the day when the eol-
lapse will take place.  That eollapse will
assuredly follow if the present condition f
affairs does not brighten speedily. If we
fund the amount I have alrendy veterred to,
the farmers will have a chance, but they
wust be relieved of the pavment of interest
on that amount. T1f that were done. the
farmer would go on paying that whieh ‘e
should reasonably he called upon to pay.
I refer to what may be deseribed as his
original debt, hnt he should not be eallad
upon to pay on his emergency indehtedness,
which arose as a rvesult of the depression
and the fall in commodity prices. He should
not be called upon to shoulder the whole of
that responsibility because of the money
advanced to him for the purpose of en-
cournging him to continue his farming ae-
tivities. Those whe advanced the money
for that purpose should take some respon-
sibilitv too,

The Minister for Lands: Then you think
the farmer to-day can pay interest on some-
thing?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOX: T say definitely
that the farmers are prepared to pay in-
terest on their original indebtedness.

[ASSEMBLY']

The Minister for Lands: It iz not a ques.
tion of being prepared to pay. The point
i=: Can thoxv pay?

Hon. W. D. JOIINSON: T helieve they
can pay to the extent 1 have indieated. T
know that I am in as bad a way as most
farmers, and I ean afford to pay interest
on my debt as it existed three years ago,
But T eannat continye paying interest on my
accumnlated debt, which will increase again
this vear if wheat prices remain as at
resent,

The Attorney General: Who will pay it?

Hon. W, D. JOANSON: I mim prepared
to pav on that proporiion of my indebted-
ness to which T have allnded, but T eannot
pay interest on the acenmulated debt.

The Atfornev General: But tell us who
will pax it.

Hon. W. D, JORANSON: Surely the At-
torney General does not want me to repeat
myself? 1s it not reasonable thal the banks
who advanced me monev to encowrage me
to @o on with improvements, should take a
share as the result of the mistakes that were
made. Why should T earry the whole of
that burden?

The Attorney Geneval: Tt iz vour debt.
Who do vou say should shoulder it? Some-
one else?

Hon. W, [}, JOHNSON: We cannot ex-
peet reform from a man who holds the
views indieated by the Aftorney General.

The Attorney Genernl: What are
views?

Hon, W, D. JOHNSOXN: If we are (o
take the Shylock point of view, there iz no
repiy to the Minister’s question. On the
other hand, if we take the human point of
view, it is easy to furnish a reply. Unless
we are to have regard for the interesis
of humanity and think of the condition of
the women and children to-day

The Attorney General: Don't talk like
that!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: The Attorney
General can talk about capital and the pay-
ment of interest on it.

The Attorney General: YWhen did T do s0?

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: The Minister
savs that it i3 right that T should pay my
interes..

The Attorney General: T asked who would
pay it :f yvou did not do so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Should net the
hanks suffer =ome loss just as I have to

my
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do, Why

share
waxed elo-

should nor the hanks
in the less. The Minister
quent ahout equality of sacrifice  when
he «called upon the workers to forege
some of their wages and to pay more taxa-

tion. When it comes to a question of equal-

itv of saerifice ag between the hanking in-.

stitutions and the farwmers, then the Minis-
ter asks, “Who will pax?’ The Minister
did not hesitate to make the workers pay
when their wages were under discussion.

The Minister Eor Railways: And that is
what you are proposing now. You want
to push something more on to them. Who
will pay this if they do not?

Hon. W. 1, JOHXSON: The finaneinl
institutions must appreeiate the fact that
they must bear a portion of the indebted-
ness of the comnunity as a whole. They
must appreciate the imposeibility of the
farmers paving intervest on the losses they
have sustained during the last three years,
and that the payment of that finuncial bur-
den must be a matier for mutual coneern
and mutual overcoming. YWe must get to-
gether to that end. T am sure chat the far-
mers are agreeable to recognising their just
indebtedness, but they say most emphati-
cally that they cannot coutinue paying the
interest they ave ealled upoen to payv to-day.
They are asked to meet compound interest
‘charges and if that continues, we shall alt
be overwhelmed shortlv. One ean o on
talking at length. but no result 15 achieved,
I appeal to the Government to realise there
are means of overcoming the difficulties of
the presenf time. A state of emergency does
actually exist, and evervone is hard wp
against it. No section of the community
should get off scot free. Tt is a Govern-
ment responsibilitv. There is no other way
of dealing with the problem. It is by legis-
lation and Government activity only that
present conditions can be reetified. T sub-
mit to the Government that thizs guestion
shonld receive immediate attention. T de
not appeal- on hehalf of the wheatgrowers
more than on hehalf of the woolgrowers,
Both sectionz have suffered losses as the re-
sult of the fall in eommodity prices over-
seas, and should not he called upen to pay
interest on their total losses, which shonld
be funded under conditions that will pro-
vide ample time for repayment. I have
taken no part in the debates when pallia-
tives have heen suggested and pettiforging
meangs of relieving nnemplovment have been
proposed. The scheme I have indicated can
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he put into gperation, and if that were done,
it would give new life and hope to those
who are depressed and downhearted to-day.
It can be done, and I submit the scheme to
the Government for immediate attention,

MR, BROWN (Pingelly) {8.55]: The
Lands Department is the most important
of the Govermment departmnents. The pros-
perity of the State is dependent upon its
activities. The man whoe is to-day frying
to tickle the earth and produce from it,
is unfortunately in a bad way, and some-
thing must de done to assist him.  The
Government must see to it that he is kept
on the land. In the course of my remarks
1 may at times appear to be rather drastie
and say things that are not pleasant to
liear. 1 shall not speak in any spirit of
animosity. 1 will first deal with the posi-
tion in connection with soldier setilement.
When the war was conciuded and T{he
soldiers were returning from the Front,
people realised that something had te be
done to help them. XNaturally those who
had a hking for the land desired to en-
gage in farming operations. The Govern-
ment of the day realised the position and
found that it was necessary to repnrchase
a number of large estates. T will refer
to the Noombling estate for a start. The
other night there waited upon me a de-
putation representative of the Noombling
hranch of the Returned Soldiers’ Leamue.
The facts that they placed before me
would not make pleasant reading. I asked
a series of questions dealing with the
Noombling cstate and although T did not
hear all the replies given by the Minister,
I did understand him tc say that the
average price paid for it was 30s. per acre.
Seme of that land has been iaken up at
£4 and £4 10s. an acre, althongh other
parts of the estate may have been priced
as low ag 7s. 6d. an acre. In the eireum-
stances. the average price may be nearer
30s. an acre. The Minister also said that
13,000 acres had been taken up as a poison
lease at a very low figure which would
work out at about Is. per acre. It was
taken on condition that the poison wonld
he eradicated from the holdinz. I Thave
reason to helieve that not one poison bhush
has been cleared off that 13.080 acres, al-
though the Goverrment bought it af an
average price of 30s. an acre. Members
ean imagine the position of a soldier sett-
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ler who took up a Dloek of 1,000 acres in
that area. Imwmediately he took possession
he had to pay interest on the full purchase
price and interest in those days was 614
per cent., although it is now 1 per ecent.
or 5 per cent. The settler had 25 years in

which to pay oft his indebtedness. In many .

instances, the land was virgin  country,
covered with poison bush and thiekly tim-
bered. T ask any reasonable man: How
on earth settlers could make geod on such
holdings? Tt Lis been impossible for them
to succeed. They got behind in their in-
terest payments, and they had to borrow
money from the Agricultural Bank, with
whom they also had to make arrangements
regarding the provision of machinery and
stock, Tn a very short time, a large amount
of money was owing on every bloek and
conditions beeame deplorable. -Those men
now say it is impossible fo earry on any
longer, and something must be done by
the Government to assist them. Fither
the Government should write oft their in-
debtedness or apply conditional purchase
arrangements to their holdings, If the
lIatter course were pursued, the land would
be priced at about 10s, or 13s. an acre,
and they would have 20 years to pay oft
the indebfedness. In addition to  that,
every Gd. the settlers paid off would lessen
the indebtedness to that extent. On  the
other hand, under soldier settlement con-
ditions, the men have to go on paying in-
terest on the full purchase price. It is
unreasonable to expect vven setilers of ex-
perience to make good under such econdi-
tions. T uvrge the Government to apply
C.P. conditions io the soldier settlers. If
their holdings are re-valued and they arz
assessed at present market rates, the posi-
tion would be eonsiderably easier. Under
sueh conditions the settlers may be able to
do some good and make homes for them-
selves. T am sorry I have to speak in this
manner. I do not know whether the con-
ditions of the Noombling Estate apply
equally in respeet of otller repurchased
estates. I do not think the conditions
are as had elsewhere, becaunse the land
on, the Noombling Estate is not
very suitable for wheatgrowing. The
country is heavily timbered. and car-
ries considerahle poison, and before it ean
be miade productive, a tremendous amount of
money must be spent on it. Interest charges
are accumulafing, If the interest were de-
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terred for three, four or five years and after
that period added to the principal, the =rt-
tlers would be in a worse position than they
are to-day. That suggestion is of no use.
The holdings will have to be revalued, and
reconstruction will be neeessary, The set-
tlers will have to work under a different
svstem. I do not say that everyone of those
settlers is not meeting his interest commit-
ments. A lew of them may be, hut the
settlers who are in a position to pay a little
interesi are wen who went on the land with
some capital of their owa. After the war,
when the Government were repatriating the
returned soldiers, farms gnlore were offered
to the Govermmnent. Men could sce an oppor-
tunity to get rid of their holdings, and they
asked good prices for them, and the soldiers
paid prices that the holdings were not worth.
They were in debt ‘Trom the very inception
of their setilement. That was not in the
hest interests of the country. The Gov-
ernment must realise that considerable loss
is Inevitable in connection with repurchased
estates. TT is impossible for those men to
make wheatgrowing pay with wheat at half-
a-crown a bushel. The average along the
Great Southern is nof more than 10 bhushels
per acve, and ten hushels ot half-a-crown,
with costs of production s¢ high, is not
sufflicient to give a man a living and enable
kim to meet his obligations.

The Alinister for Lands: Ts that the value
of the land along the Great Southern?

Ay, BROWN: I am speaking of the
Noombling Estate.

The Minister for Lands: You said along
the Great Southern.

Mr., BROWN: I said that the average
along the Great Southern was not more than
10 bushels. 1 admit that there is mixed
farming, but seme of the settlers on the
Noombling Estate are unable to »un shaep
on aceount of the poison. The Government
paid up to 20s. an acre for land that epst
the original holders 1s. per aere.

Mr. J. H. 8Bmith: Which Government
bhought that estate?

Mr, BROWX: I am not saying, and I do
not care. The Government, throngh their
officials, bought the estate for an average
of 30s. per aere, the lofal purchase price for
the estate heing £36,000.

Mr. Hegney: They must have had plenty
of money in those days.

Mr. F. C. I.. Smith: Free of interest, T
doubt whether it would pay.
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Mr. BROWX: I doubt whether it would,
considering the expense of clearing the land
and jpaking it productive. In the course of
time the land will be made productive, hut
the cost will be considerable. The Mimster
tor Lands helieves that it would make good
dairving country. He established an experi-
mental plot on which to grow clover. On
that T eomipliment him. TE clover will adapt
itself to the country, the land will hecome
valuahle, but I have heen told that where
the Government planted 50 acres of clover,
private enterprise also put in an area, and
the germination was so poor that hardiy a
plant could be found. Consequently it will
he expensive to cstablish elover on that land,
Fresh valuations will be necessary, together

with a considerable writing-down, and the .

land will have to be pnt under the condi-
tional purchase system. Who is going to
bear the loss?  Must those settlers vacate
their holdings? Tf the Government exer-
cised their powers they conld say, “If you
do not pay vour interest, out you go.” But
it they did that. what would beconie of the
land? It wonld revert to its virgin state
and bhecome worthless. The deputation told
me that a man on sustenance was in a far
hetter position than were those settlers who
were trving to make a home,

The Minister for Lands: 1 have heard
that said before, but T think you could
zatisfy them thai the statemenf was not cor-
rect.

Mr. BROWN: Well, thaf is what they

said.

The Minister for Lands: Of course they
did.

Mr, Sleeman: YVon tell them to walk out
and try the sustenance.

The Minister for Lands:
wonld be the worse off.

Mr. BROWXN: Those men do not know
what is ahead of them, whereas the susten-
anee man knows that at the end of the week
he will receive 22z, Gd. or £2 9s. as the case
mayv he. Those settlers have nothing. If
members went to some of the holdings and
saw the conditions under which the people
are living, they would have some sympathy
for them.

The Minister for Lands: I wish T had
known vou were going to bring up thiz mat-
ter, T would have brought some of the files
to show vou.

Mr. BROWX: T am informed that a man

T know who

walked off hic holding and left on it fouy

horses and a -good three-knife chaffeutter,
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The lot was soid privately for £24, whereas
I was told one of the horses alone was worth
£25. The setilers maintain that if the sale
had heen properly advertized, those chattels
would have brought a much better price.

Mr, Sleeman: YWho was responsible for
that?

My, BROWNXN: Perhaps the Minister will
tell us. Those chattels were sacrvificed. An-
other man tendered for a block of land and
the implements on it were sold after his
tender went in.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: That is not right.

Mr. BROWN : No.

Mrv. Marshall: Then
gone on with the tender.

Mr. BROWN: I do not snppose he did.
He tendered conditionally upon the imple-
ments being there.

Mre. F.C. L. Smith: Who was responsible
Eor that9

The Minister for Railways: You have not
confirmed that statement, have you?

Mr. BROWN: No; it -was mentioned to
me only a few days agn. As to farmers
zenerally, there are holdings of 1,600 to
1,500 acres earrying indebiedness to the ex-
tent of £3,000 to £6,000. Tt is impossible
to imagine how those men mnassed such a
load of debt. Practical men would be
needed to ascertain how they reached such
a position. The fact remains that they are
s0 indehted. Some holders of 1,000 acres
owe as much as £4,000.

Mr. Hegney: Have those farmerz motor
cars?

Mr. BROWN: I am not aware of it. With
weol, wheat and stoek at the present prices,
and with the cost of production high, it is
impossible for those men to pay interest on
their indebtedness and make gnod. I think
there must be a econsiderable writing. down
of debts, but every case will nced to be ~on-
sidered on its merits. There may he a dozen
and one reasons why farmers beeame so
heavily involved,

Mr. Marshalt: The Agricultural Bank al-
ready has the power to write down debts.

AMr. BROWYX: But the Agricultural Bank,
like other institutions, wants fo get as much
money as possible. It was staled originally
that the Agricultural Bank would, in the
course of time, become self-supporting. If
the people had heen prosperous, the bank
would have been self-supporting. When a
man paid his interest and started to pay
off the principal, there would have been

he need not have
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money to finance other settlers. Many thou-
sands of pounds are owing to the bank, but
cam the country afford te put heavily invelved
settlers off their holdings? TIs it nof better
to retain them to produce something? Are
not they the best asset we have to keep the
State going? This is a primary producing
country, and i a holding is long vacated,
it reverts to nature. Sowmetimes tenders are
submitted for abandened farms £1,000 or
£2,000 less than the debt, and such tenders
have often bheen accepted,

The Minister for Railways: T am glnd we
are getting near to the Hth of November
when we can burn a lot of that stuff.

My, BROWN: I have been trying to find
a solution for the farmers’ diffienities, but
I ¢an sce no escape from making a consid-
erahle loss.  Can the State afford to make
such a loss? The position will have to be
faced. Western Australia 1s as good a
wheatgrowing State as any in Australia, but
our farmers are working under such diffi-
culties that it is impossible for them to hear
the enormous load of debt under which they
are labouring.

Mr. Hegney: There are
every country in the world.

Mr. BROWNX: I am aware of that. Tt is
for the Government to diseover how to keep
those men on the land and enable them
to carry on.

The Minister for Railways: | noticed a
few country cars at the cricket match the
other day.

Mr. BROWNXN: 1 do not know whether
a solution will be found by creating an ar-
tificial price. The bonus paid on wheat
has to be found by the community at
large, Tf it is to be only for a short
period, it might bre in the best inferests of
the State to give the farmers a bonus to
enable them to carry on. T hope the $lad.
bonus will be repeated. Last year it was
a big help to the farmers, and had it not
been for that bonus many of them wonld
not be on the land to-day. Very few
growers have been able to reduce the prin-
cipal debt they owe, and very few have
heen ahle fo pay anv interest whatever.
We must de onr utmost fo keep the men
on the land.

difficulties in

Mr. Hegney: Do wyou sugmest writing
off their debis?
My. BROWN: Not all. Some people sne-

mest that the interest should he funded
for five vears. Tf the money is added to
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the principal the settler will he worse off
than ever. Indications are that low prices
for wheat and wool will endure for a long
time. VWhat has been can be again. It
may he that prices will go up zoon. The
man whe is producing something must be
fostered. 1f he is not kept on the land
the country will go down. Perth is living
on the man outhack. | now wish to refev
to the settlers who were induced to take
up land around Lake Carmody. I admit I
was one of the supporters of the 3,300
farms scheme,” T thought that at Forres-
tania we were going to have one of the
biggest wheat settlements in the State. If
a ratlway could be built through to that
locality and water facilities afforded, For-
restania and Lake Carmody would pmdm.e
a great deal’ of wheat. After the settlers
were put on the laml there, the Govern-
ment appointed »a  seientist fo  analyze
the soil. Right in the middle of a stand-
ing erop going five to six hags to the aere,
I understand this scientist dug holes in
order to test the soil. In some cases he
condemned the ground as being too salt
for the growing of cereals. Of course T
eannot argue against the scientist.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
justified in making that statement.

Mr. BROWN: T was told that he dug a
hole in the middle of a standing erop.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is not
the only funny thing you were told.

Mr. BROWN: In that condeinned area
about 2,000 acres have been bronght under
cultivation. Many of the settlers have now
heen transferred te abandoned hlocks with
which the original hoider conld do nothing.
The debt upon these hlocks amounts to the
full eapacity of the advances that can he
made upon them. No implements were
available and the improvements were of little
valne. That was one of the worst things
the Government could have done. No set-
tler could exist on Jand so heavily burdened
with deht,

Mr. Sleeman: That is a motion of ne
confidence in the Government.

Mr. BROWN: I do not say this Govern-

-ment is anv worse than previous Govern-

ments. They were forced to do something
for these settlers heeanse Dr. Teakle had
condemned their holdings.

The Minister for Railways: Of course we
picked out the hest farmers in the State,
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disposses<ed them, and put the worst farm-
ers upon their blocka.

Mr. BROWNXN: I have it on the bhesi of
authority that one man was placed on a
block without either implements or horses
and vet there was & debt of £2,000 upon it.
He could get ne further advance nor any
sustenance. He was obliged to sell n water
tank for £2 or £3 in order to provide his
wite and children with food. A great mis-
take was maide in pufting settlers on fte
abandoned hlocks of that kind. The people
in the Lake Carmody district are quite sat-
isfied that, if given a fair deal, they can
make headway, but it is inpossible for them
to grow wheat successfully and eart it 50
miles to a railway, especially when they have
no water foeilities. The Agrieunltural Bank
will advance no more money on those hlocks
which have heen condemned by the scien-
tist.

The Minister for Lands: I shall be glad
to rive vour speech to the bank trustees to-
morrvow. You are not fair to them or to the
seltlers.

Mr. BROWN: The trustees can do noth-
ing else. It wonld not he poliey to zo
against the scientist. A Jittle further away
from the condemned areas the settlers are
only foo anxious to stay on. T have the
greatest regard for the officials of the Agri-
cultural Bank, for thev are amongst the
he:t officers we have in the State. They
have a big responsibility and the Govern-
ment look to them te make the bank pay.

Fir. Panton tool the Chair.]

Mr. Sleeman: You have a peculiar way
of showing your regard.

Mr., BROWN: What the bank needs is
money.

Myr. Hegney: Where will you get it?

Mr. BROWN: We are told that if we
had secession we should get what money we
wanted on the London market.

Mr. Marshall; Borrow and spend!

Mr. Hegney: Do vou think secession wounld
help the farmers?

Mr. BROWN: Ambition is being knocked
out of the vounger men. I have been told
that numbers of settlers have been put upon
abandoned blocks where they are expected
to make a living.

The Minister for Railways: How do yon
know they have lost their ambition?
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Mr. BROWN: They have told me so.

The Minister for Railways: Let the yvoung
men speak for themselves.

Mr. BROWN: I do nof say the Govern-
ment are to blame, except that thex were
toe liberal in the first place by advancing
too much money against the holdings. Some
time ago I asked whether the Government
intended to renew the wheat-carting subsidy.
Yesterday [ received a telegram from the
Wheatgrowers’ Union at Lake Carmody as
follows :—

TUrge you to make strongest representations
for continuance of wheat-carting subsidy.
Fuel supplies are not at present available with-
out guarantee of subsidy, nor ean settlers fin-
anee carting their wheat from proeeeds of

harvest at present low prices. Please inform
us of position,

The Minister for Lands: You did not
know a word about it until you were told
the Government were considering the matter,
aund they now send that wire to you.

AMyr. BROWN: I was told that the an-
nouncemeni would be made at the proper
time. I hope 1 may now reply that the
subsidy will he renewed. I am positive the
Government will do their best to help these
people.

Mr. Marshall: What will you do if it is
not given?

Mr. BROWN : These settlers are 50 miles
from o railway and wheat will have to be
carted by motor vebicles. TE farmers have
to use herses they will have o be away from
their holdings for a whole week at a time.

Mr. Corbox: What will they do if they
have no earting zubsidy?

Mr. BROWNXN: T have only heen asked to
urge the Government to give it.

Mr. Marshall: You have done vour joh
well,

Mr. BROWN: Al T was told was that
at the proper time the matter would be con
sidered. T have a lot of syvmpathy for the
iovernment. The Opposifion are thanking
their =tars that thev are not on the Minis-
terizl side of the Chamber contending with
present difficulties, T have also to-day re-
ceived a letter asking me to urze the Gov-
crnment to reinstate the carting subsidy.
I some of the settlers left their holdines
i that locality, the other settlers would %e
izolated, with no prospeet of seeuring a rail-
way.  When in company with the Chicf
Secretary at one of the centres. T saw a
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school which was attended by a number of
children; but that cenire is deserfed now,
i was sorry to hear the member for Guild-
ford-Midland say there was no possibility of
another railway being built. Many men now
on sustenance could be usefully employed
in formning the earthworks of a new line,
which would he an asset to the State. A
good many railwavs which have been passed
remain to be constructed. To develop our
lands we must have railwavs. Tt grieves
me to have made some of my remarks of this
evening, hut many settlers are threatened
with the loss of the vesults of the work »f
thei» lives, and with the prospect of going
out into the world not knowing what to do.
We must keep our settlers on the land and
make them prosperons. Prices we eannnt
regulate, hut must rely on the world hasis,
Nevertheless, we should do our utmost to
make onr primary producers contented, so
that the State may he kept going. T hope
for an assurance from the Minister as to
the earfing subsidy.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) {[933]: I
cannot let this vote pass in silence. parti-
cularly after listening to the memher for
Mt. Magnet. That hon. member tendered
advice to Country members regarding the
manner in which they might obtain the ear
of the Chamber for grievances. T refer
more particularlv to the disenssion on the
report of the Roval Commission on farmers’
disabilities, To that digeussion four hours
were devoted, and every phase of the report
was examined, During the debate city mem-
bers did not seem to bhe impreszed with the
importance of the vepart. When affer a
careful analvsis of the doenment I read out
pointed extracts from it, T was repeatedly
interrupted by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and his deputy, who, whiist ¢laiming
that thev had read the report, were hored
stiff by some pertinent and valuable ex-
tracts. When dealing with one phase of
farmers’ troubles, the supply of sheep dip,
I drew attention to the duty placed upon
poison, netting and other things, and inci-
dentally sheep dip. T was told there should
be a dip for the member for Avon. I men-
tioned the excessive duty on horing plants,
and the Leader of the Opposition =aid there
should he a tax on hores. T mentioned em-
bargoes and again I was told there should
he embargoes in this place. Manv of the
Royal Commission’s recommendations were
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carried out. As to the future, members
know I have roised my voice econstantly,
both here and in the Press. Meantime we
tovk forward with interest to the Premier’s
return from the Eastern States, The ¢om-
nittee formed at the Premiers’ Counference,
made certain recommendations. There was
to be legislation for the whole of Australia
to give farmers scourity of tenure, und pro-
teetivn for five years. The adjustment of
liabilities during that period is the best
news and most important move for the man
on the land that has ever been brought for-
ward, All Governments have considered
legislation of a uniform character to meet
the dilticulties of the primary producer.
Owr Premier is visiting Melbourne for the
purpoze of e¢onsidering the report of that
committee, and [ look forward with the
greatest interest to what he will have to say
upon his return.  Certain things will have
to be brought into operation, including an
amendment to the Federal Bankruptey Act,
Such an amendment would enable legisla-
tion of a uniform character to be passed
hy all the Stafes; but later there will have
to be something on the lines suggested by
the member for Guildford-Midland, in the
way of placing debts in cold storage or se-
curing a rvate of repayment that will spread
over years. These are abnormal times; and
in the inferests of debtor and ereditor alike,
things must be eased. A man owing a debt
to-day, has to produce two or three times
as much stuff in payment as he had to pro-
duce two or three vears ago. Then comes
the question what wouid be a fair thing. [
have here a report by Judge Paine, ap-
peinted by the South Australian Govern-
ment te go into the question of adjustinent
or caneellation of debts. In a very fine re-
port he says the fixing up of this scheme
is entting both ways. He puts forward the
proposal that it would be a fair thing te
make an arrangement whereby there would
be a cutting down, hut if there should he
an appreciation provision should be nade
for a fair thing being done in regard to
the other side. .Judge Paine admits that it
is a matter rather for economists to decide
what steps shall be taken. He does not pre-
tend to he able to offer any practical
scheme, whieh he savs is a maiter for ex-
perts, but he emphasises that anv scheme
adopted should be a Federal seheme
throughont the Commonwealth, that an ob-
ligation should be imposed unpon persons
availing themselves of the scheme, that any
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such obligation should be proportionate fo
the onus placed on their credit, and that the
affairs of all those participating in  the
scheme shoul] be subjeet to central control.
What appeals to me is a~ to what we are
going to do in regard to the future. The
Minister said thiz evening that land settle-
ment was going down. [ am afraid it will
zo down very much more unless we can
hring about a sens¢ ot security amongzt the
tarmers, [t was pleasing to hear what the
Minister had to say ahout settlement in the
South-West. 1 do not shure the pessimizm
of the member for Guildiord-Midland, whe
asked who was likely to go down to those
places to zrow apples. That s what the
country is adapted for, aml I helieve this
scheme of the Minister for Lands s going
to work out suceessfully. T will not say
anything abont the 3,500 farms scheme, for
it was a most unfortunate venture. 1 should
like to correct a member whe declarved the
other evening that three members who had
spoken here did not grow a grain of wheat.
I should like him to withdraw that charge,
at all events in its application to me, because
I certainly am growing wheat. I have letters
from substantinl men, men of Tory
in¢linations, and they make the statement
that it is preposterous for the banks to
continue to charge the rate of interest
thev are charging, considering that for the
past three vears the priees of produets
have heen at a record low level. In te-
nieht's paper regarding bank charges even
in the Old Country we get a eritieism by
a mine magnate as follows:—

The eharge of the Light Brigade does not
compare with bhank charges, Sir Abe Bailey,
South African mine magnate told the Royal
Empire Society. The ‘*Rig Five’’ banks, he
said, have head offices like St. Paul’s Cathedral.
Every London street has a bank at one corner
and a pub at the other and both have iinuid
assets.  The head of the Bank of England
plars hide and seck in America as a profes-
gional skinner.  Surely the hanks are inviting
retionalisation.

This question of interest is a very hig one.
That and bulk handling and produetion
costs and gas producer plants are lines to
which the Government could devote atten-
tion. With that [ will eonclude, for 1
have no wisk to detain the House any
longer.

MR. ANGELO ((laseoyne) [9.50]: I am
assured by an old resident of Weastern
Australia who was born in Gippsland that

-y

there is quite a number of prospective
settlers intercsted in our lands, Thi~ wen-
teman has just rewurned from a lengthy
holiday trip during which he spent some
tilne in Uippsland, where he had numerous
inquiries from old friends and others as
to the possibility of obtaining dairy lands
in Western .Australia. It was not the de-
sive of the older =ettled farmers there to
come over here, hut he tells me that a
nwuber of those farmers have son~ aul
relatives who cannot obtain land on which
to make homes for themselves in (Gipps-
land. My friends tells e he alwava asked
the question as to whether the proapective
settlers could bring with them monex
enough to earry them on, heenuse he hail
to tell the inguirers that our (iovermuent
would not he able to assist them to any
great extent. He was assured in almost
ovory case that those prospective settlers
would bring with them enough money to
carry them on for a few vears. That clas~
of scttler would be most beneficial to us
at present, for they wounld bring money
with them and so theve would be no need
for the (tovernment to supply them with
finance. Moreover. they would have a lot
of oxperience in the latest methods of
dairving and also in fodder growing. T am
told by the Agricultural Bank that there
is a number of abandoned farms around
Manjimup and in the Pemberton distriet.
Tt would be good bhusiness if onr Lands
Department would make it known to those
people in (ippsland that we have those
farms available. Tt might saven pavy the
(tovernment ta send a reliable officer to
interview those people and give  little
talks in a number of centres over there.
The Government might say they conld
never do that, that they could nnt o into
anather State to induee  loeal  settlers
awav. But T wounld remind the Minister it
i< not a question of inducing =zcttlers
away: it is a question of inducine the lads
and vounger men who ecannot obtain land
there to come over here. Tt wanld he
hringing the landles= men to the land that
venquires them, and if we could zet men
with money enough for their own reqnive-
ments <0 mueh the hetter.,

[Mr. Richardson tack the (latir, ]

MR. J. H. SMITH (XNelson) [9.353]: [
wanp tog wel hack to mv old storv ahout land
undeveloped along existing railwavs in the
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South-West. The member for Guildford-
Midland was right in saying there ave dowu
there many thousands of aeres not avnilable
for selection bhut which should be under cul-
tivation to-dav. The Minister for Lands in-
lerjected saving that ic was held for forestry
purposes. But the Minister is aware that
hefore the last general elections the Premier
promised the people of the South-West that
a reclassification of that land would be made
and that land snitable for agriculiure would
he used for agriculturs, the remainder being
retained for fovesiry. Although 1 have re-
peatedly asked the Government to fulfil
their pledge, nothing whatever has heen
done. The member for Guildford-Midland

said many thousands of farms could he es-

tablished there, Two years ago T said that
from Pinjarea soulh along the existing rail-
wavs and read, where sehools and all
other facilities have heen provided, 5,000
farms could be established. Only the other
Yoy the Survevor General told me that if
e had a free hand along those railways, if
he eould break down the forestry repulations
tie could establish 1,000 farms without tak-
ing sno much ns one acre of forest coun-
lry. If we analyse the pesition of our boy:
to-day and consider the Chandler scheme and
the Ugly Men's seheme, we must realise that
70 per cent. of onr hoys will have to go on
the land. Where could we find a better
pluce for them than where we have infense
culture in an assured rainfall? It is the
duty of the Government to call vpon the
Surveyor General to have a classifieation
made of those aveas forthwith and select
land for agriculture, retaining the remainder
for forestry purposes, But T must jain
issue with the member for Guildford-Aid-
land in his eondemnation of Nornalup, The
hon. member knows that some of the best
land we have exists in that area. The Gov-
ernment are on the vight track in opening
up and developing that country the same as
the country arouml Albany. Recently T had
opportunity teo visit the Nannup settlement,
There is some beautiful land there and the
settlement eould be extended to hundreds
of farms hetween there and Pewburton. 1
urge the Minister to pursue the Naunup
seheme and the Norpalup scheme and do
something about the classifieation of coun-
try dedicated to forests. No one wants to
take away any land available to forestrv,
but whatever is soitable for agrieulture
should he used for agriculture. As to the
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Bovup-Cranbrook railway, if the Minister
will again read the Advisory Bouwl's repor.,
he will find there are 2,500 farms along that
railway which will make fine holdings for
intense eulture, dairying and sheep raising.
| liope the Minister will hurry on with his
land development scheme, and now that the
projeet is in sight and will be completed in
the near future I hope he will send his
classifiers through and make the land in
that distriet available. Tn wmy expen-
ence a land hoard will be required for
every block thrown open down there, for
ihere will he at least half a dozen applicants
waiting to go hefore that beard. T do not in-
tend jo deal with the subject of the land in
the wroup aveas. The member for Mi. Mag-
itet referved to that question as did the Min-
ister, and T trust that next week when the
I'remier returnz we shall have an oppor-
tunity to dizeuss those problemns, the dis-
abilities  that exist in  the South-West.
Under present eonditions things are ex-
tremely hard for the settlers, Tn fact 1 see
no hope for land scttlement anywhere ia
the State, whether it he wheat farming or
dairving, nnless interest rates are reduced
hy ane half, Intercst has come down Erom
G to 5 per eent. and from 414 to 4 per cent.
But the only wax in which we can do any
good, and by whieh we ean keep people on
the land is not by granting' hounties, hut
by a reduction of interest and the lowering
of eapitalisation. The Minister to-night
spoke of the wonderful season, the fruii
grawers experienced last vear, and he ve-
ferred particularly to Mt. Barker and
Bridgetown. T ecan tell the Minister of in-
stunces of losses having been sustained by
frnit growers who sent their praducts awav
on consignment.  One man in partieular
sent TN0 cases, and received a debit note of
£30. Thus it will be seen that even the fruif
industry is languishing beeause of the ab.
senee of decent prices.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Did he eet
an advanee on that fruit?

Mr. T H. 8MITH: No, he sent it away
on econsignment, and he recpived a dehit
rote of £30.

The MMinister for Agriculture:
fruit arrive in good condition?

Mr. J. 0. SMITH: Tt did. This is only
one of dozens of cases that T could quote.
ardly one orchardist got anvthing haek.
One man sent away a thousand enses, and

Did thn
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ke was considerably in debi aver it, Buvers
did offer fis. Gd., but the growers held off
in the hope of getting a hetter price. Un-
fortunately there was a ressation of buying
and soon after the fruit was sent away om
consignment the hottom dropped out of the
narket. T surmise the Minizier for Lands
got his information from the Minister for
Agricaltuve.  TE ke makes inquiries he will
find that the froiterowers of Mt. Borker
are in the same unfortunate position as are
those of Bridectown. T hope the Minister
for Lands will do romeihing with reeard to
the areas alongside onr existing railwavz.
Some of the finest land in the South-West
is held up.  One will nofier a heautiful
farm and alongside there i< an area held up
for foresivy purposes. Theit one will see
in the middle of beautiful country a holding
running dairy eows and all around it for-
estry land of similar value. Ts it the palicy
of this Government to do as the Minister
for Forests said? Tle admitted that in the
arens dedieated ta foestry fhere was a good
deal of exeellent agricultnral land, and then
he enlarged on the subject. Tle said that
the Forests Dopartment proposed to allot
tlrose areag fo men engaged in the timber
industry, that tlose men would be eocour-
aged to take up blocks. [f that is the eas:,
T am distinetiv oppozed to it. I am not
against timher workers having a bleek of
Jand but | consider that the whole of that
country should be classitied and that the
vood land shounld be taken up for agrieul-
wural purposes, and the forest country re-
tained for forest purposes. 1 urge the Min-
ister for Lands to take into consideration
the peints that I have raised,

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[10.6]: e should take into considera-
tion the dilliculties that are confronting
wheatgrowers at the present time. The
member lor Nelson referred to the subject
of ithe reduction of interest. That is a
very important dquestion as far as the
wheaterowers are concerned, The hurden
of interest on money raised on their be-
half in years gone by, in these years when
we Were prosperous, should now receive
very serious aftention. Farwmers are still
being asked to meet a rate of interest on
the monev raised in those days which is
altogether ont of propertion to their
ahility to pav. The Government should
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have vegard for the position of the in-
dustry and rectify the matter.

The Minister for Lands: Tell us what
to do.

Mr., CORBOY: The only thing yon can
do is to put it on the man who lent the
money to aceept a rate of interest that
you can pay and that the farmer can pay.

The Minister for Lands: What rate of
interest are we charging the farmer in-
day?

Mr. CORBOY : Tt would
pose, over 5%} per cent.

The Minister for Lands:
sort.

Mr. CORBOY: I am glad te have the
Mimister’s  assurance, but 1 want to re-
mind him that for the last two or three
vears it has been impossible for the sett-
lers to pay any interest, and ithey were be-
ing charged as much as G and % per
cent., and that interest is to-day ecapital-
ised and is being charged up on eapital
aceount at a rate that it was impossible
for the farmers to meet then. What chanee
therefore, have thev of getting out of their
trouble?

The Minister for Lands: Lt applies just
the same to a man paying for his house
in the city, and indeed to everyone.

Mr. CORBOY: You are putting u burden
on the man growing wheat that he cannot
possibly carry. 1 appreciate that it also
applies to city people, but do not Forget
that the man buying his house in Lhe city
or suburbs is velving on the farmer to
make it possible for him, that is, the eity
nan, to pay for his houze.

The Minister or Lunds: You know that
many whe huilt houzes have not a shilling
with which to pay to-day,

AMr. CORBOY: They ave all relving on
the farmer to help them to pay.

The Minister for Lands: And on the
money the Government are bhorrowing.

Mr. CORBOY: T thought the Govern-
ment were not horrowing any money: T
thonght it was impossible to borrow monev
to-day. '

The Minister for Lands:
borrowed money last vear.

Mr. CORBOY: Whenever we ask wvoun
to do anything in the wav of relief for
unemployment, the excuse of the T.eader
of the Government is that he eannot give
it becanse he eannot horrow any money.

average. | sup-

Nothing of the

You know we



1496

The Minister for Lands: Canneot borrew
enough to give them what you ask.

Mr. Kenneally called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

My, CORBOY : An effort should be made
to evolve a scheme whereby a reduction
in interest rates might be effected. On
quite a number of occasions cases have
come under notice in which farms have
been forfeited because the holders could
not meet their commitments to the bank.
The blocks have then heen thrown open
for selection, and although not one half-
penny reduction in interesi could he given
to the man who had to theow ap the block,
the Agricultural Bank feund it possible
to materiallv reduee fhe amount to fthe
man  who subseruently  took it over.
Men who have done the hard pioneering
work are sent off their hlocks because they
cannot pay the inferest bill at 6 per cent,
under which econditions they have accumu-
Jated a huge indehtedness, and the hank has
allowed othe» men fo fake up the hlocks at
the lower rate of interest, with the old in-
terpst. indebtedness wiped off. T hope more
serions eonsideration will be given by the
Minister and the trustees of the Agriealturni
Bank to the former tyne of farmers, and at
least give them an opportunity to take over
their holdings at what iz regarded as a fair
valuation. T hope the Government will con-
tinue fo press the Federal Government to
agree to reswne the pavment of the wheat
bonus, and that thev themselves will eon-
tinue the paymeni of the earting subsidy
that proved of such advanfage last year
There are one or two small matters I wish
tn refer to. The first velates to the position
of the seftlers in the Lake King and lake
Carmodv eountry. In faet, my remarks yre-
fer to that portion of the State that was
concerned in the 3,500 farms scheme. It is
time that some definite announcement was
made as to the position of the settlers there,
Are they to get a railway, or are they not?
The settlers have heen there for upwards
of four veurs and have done an immmefse
amount of work. They have put up with
intolerable conditions. T was one of the
setilers in the Lake Wing area and T had
to cart my wheat for a distance of 52 miles
to the siding, 1 was the nearest scttler to
the siding, and other: had in cart for GO
or 70 miles. Althongh T endeavonred to get
from the Minister before tes, by way of in-
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terjection, some definite indication as to th
position of those settlers, he did not respon
to iy invitation.

The Minister for Lands: T Jike vonr stor
to-duy! Your party had six years in offie
while those farmers were settled on tho
country.

Mr, CORBOY: We had nothing of th
sort, and it is unfair of the Minister to sa
S0,

The Minister for Lands: You know yo
did.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister knows i
was during our last 18 months in oflice tha
the seftlers were on their blocks.

The Minister for Lands: Only 18 months
What about the soldier settlers at Karl
girin

Me, CORBOY: I am not speaking abou
theru but about the settlers under the 3.501
farms scheme.  The Minister knows the
were put on their bloeks not more than 1
months before the Labour Government wen
out of office.

The Minister for Lands: Tt was more thm
18 months.

Mr. CORBOY: It' was not. The Ministe:
should be fair, and should not suggest tha
the former Minister for Tands had thos
settlers under his direction for six years.

The Minister for lands: The Karlgam
people were there for six years.

Mr, CORBOY: They were there before
the former Minister for Lands took charge

The Mmister for Lands: And they were
left there for six years without a railway.

Mr. CORBOY: That is true; I am not
tatking about that, but about the veople in
the lake eountry. They should at least know
from the Government definitely as to
whether they should remain there or leave
their holdings.  The Minister for Lands
very carefully avoided giving any informa-
tion as to what is likely to happen. He
merely said that negotiations were to be eon-
tinued, and he still hoped to get the Com-
monwealth and Imperial authorities to real-
ise the olligations they had entered into. In-
eidentally, they claim they know nothing of
any sueh responsibility to the seltlers.

The Minister for Lands: T think yon were
present at a wonderfnl funelion in the bush
to celebrate the scheme.

My, CORBOY: To which scheme does the
Minister vefer?

The Minister Tor Lands: The 3,500 farms
seheme.
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Mr. CORBOY: I was not, but I was at
a deputation to the Minister at the ecross-
roads, when he said very definitely that he
would take no notice whatever of ithe
opinions of ihe so-called experts, and that
it was a pity we had ever heard the word
“oxperts” in connection with the agrienl-
tural distriet. Now, as Minister for Lands,
he is sticking to the experts,

Mr. Sleeman: That is what you
“dirty work at the ecrossroads.”

Mr. CORBOY: That is so.

The Minister for Lands: You know I
never made any such statement, not a word
of it. Dr. Teakle was present at the meet-
ing when I spoke.

My, CORBOY: The Minister said it was
a pity that the experts were ever asked to
report on that country.

The Minister for Lands: I may have said
that.

Mr. CORBOY: You also said you would
take no notice of them.

The Minister for Lands: I did not.

. My. CORBOY: Of course you did. But
that zort of talk avill not get us anywhere,
The Minister very adroitly avoided giving
an answer to my interjection.

“Mr. Patrick: The former Minister for
Lands said the settlers were never promised
a rallway when they wenit out fo their
blocks.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not care what the
former Minister for Lands, the member for
Mt. Maguet said. T was one of the settlers
and T went on my block on the definite
undertaking from the previous Minister that
we would get a railway.

Mr. Marshall: At any rate, it was always
the policy to follow up with railway faeili-
ties.

Mr, CORBOY : That is so.

Mr. Marshall: You should be fair to lifm,
becanse he may not have given a definite
undertaking.

The Attorney General: Was it an under-
taking or an understanding?

Mr. CORBOY: Perhaps it was an under-
standing. The Minister may desire to split
straws. The settlers are not lawvers and all
they want to know is whether they will get
thei~ railwayv. Trrespective of whether the
former Minister for [ands did or did not
rromi=e a railway. the matter of moment to
them now is whether there is any prospect
of vetting a rvaflway in the immediate

eall
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jutnre. The Minister will not make any
statement on that point.

The Mnister for Lands: You know ex-
aetly what 1 <aid before, and if that does
not =atisfy vou, T connot go any further.

Mr. CORBOY: Bnt the Minister’s state-
ment does not advance the position at all.
The setilers are entiiled to know definitely
whether there iz any prospect of railway
facilities heing provided within the next
five vears or 50, The CGovernment should
be honest with the settlers and let thewm
know delinitely where they stand. Tt is
certain the settlers cannet continue growing
wheat 30 or 60 miles away from a railway,
with wheat at 25, 9d. a hushel. I appeal to
the Government to clear up the position.
The settlers contend that the erops indieate
that the land is all vight, but T will he can-
did and szay [ an not convinced on that
point. TE the Minister is, then it is his duty
to wive the rettlers nn assurance that as
soon as possible—and he should state o
period—railway Facilities will be provided.

The Alinister for Lands: You know that
is impossible, '

Mr. CORBOY: Will the Minister give
the settlers an assuranee that a railway will
te constructed when possible? T will aceept
that.  The Minister, by his silence. indicates
he is not prepared to shoulder the responsi-
wility, althongh he has abused the Common-
wealth and Tinperial authorities for not
acrepting the responsibilty fhemselves. {
appeal to the Govermment to issue a definite
announcement regarding the gosition of the
settlers [ have referred to. T sincerely thank
the Government for pushing on with the
sarvey of the railway from Southern Cross
southwards through the miners’ secttlement.
Those mepn afflieted with miners’ phthisis
have bheen put on a settlement where they
can work in the open air and regain their
health under the blue skies, instead of work-
ing in the darkness underground. They have
heen given an opportunity that will be made
even more promising when they are pro-
vided with fransport facilities.  The fact
that the Government have commenced the
survev of the line is a good angury for the
future. T trust that the Government will
follow the survey as quickly as possible—
this year, T hope—by construeting the neces-
zary carthworks and providing the rails
efc.. to give those men a chance to market
their harvest to the best advantage. May
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I sugwrest to the Minister in passing that it
is only neeessary to bnild a spur line con-
neeting with the Lake Grace-Iarlgarin line,
and that 45-lb. rails would suffice. The Min-
ister said the difficulty was that he could not
buy rails. T suggest that there is a consid-
crable length of railway—the Horseshoe
line—built of 45-lb. railz that ave simply
rusting, and that could he used not only to
serve the wminers’ settlement hut to serve
other areas that T know of. The earliest
opportunity should he Laken to nse some
of the manev now heing made available for
unceniployed velief to construct the earth-
works and lay the rails.

[Me. S I Swmith took the Chair.)

Mr. Marshall: Cannot you take some line
other than that one?

My, CORBOY: That is the anly line L
know of which is idle. It was built two
or three vears ago to transport manganese

The Minister for Lands: The company
built it.

Mr. CORBOY:; The Government are in-
tercsted to the extent of £128,000 for mate-
rial supplied.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
s0.

AMr. CORBOY : I refer not to the present
Government but to the Government of the
day. Western Australia has invested some
#£128,000 in material in that line, and in
some three years I believe the investment
has carned a total revenue of about £7. The
43.0b. rails could well be utilised to con-
struet the 33 miles of line necessary to pro-
vide (he miners’ settlement with faeilities,
and there wonld be 80 or 90 miles of rails
over to serve other districts.

The Minister for Lands: The Horseshoe
line is not that long.

Mr. CORBOY: 1 understand it is about
130 miles,

Ar. Marshall: No, 83 miles.

Mr. CORBOY: Well, less than half that
milenge of rails would serve the miners
settlement.

Miss Holman ealled atiention to the state
of the Committee.

Quorum formed.

Mr. CORBOY: In conclusion, I appeal to
the Minister to put the settlers east of the
Girent Southern out of their misery. Let
them know their prospects. Are the Gov-
eriment going to shoulder the responsibil-
ity of saying, “You are our settlers and we

[ASSEMBLY.]

have to give you n railway,” or are they
going to sit back in the triaces and do no-
thing unless the Imperial and Common-
wealth anthorities shoulder their sharve of
the vespousibility? It is ‘tine those people
were told what is going to happen, and I
appeal to the MMinister to tauke the first
available opportunity to let them know
exacily where they stand.

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [10.38]: As
the isolation of the ksperance scttlers
causes great disability, it behoves me to
say a few words on this department. As
the Government arve not going Lo consider
the Esperance district in the bulk hand-
ling, it is only fair that they should give
consideration to the price of the land. [f
we are lahouring uoder soch  disabilities
and disadvantages owing to our isclation,
the high cost of land, the acenmulation of
interest and other capitalisation, of which
it is alinost impossible to relieve the set-
tters, it behoves the Government to re-
duce the price of land jto a reasonable
amounts I have been informed that in
somie districts nearer to Perth—that is,
nearer to civilisation—the price ofl" land
has heen written-down as low as ls. per
acre.

My. Corboy:
ence of poison,

Mr. NULSEN: Yes. [ do not expeet a
reduction of that kind, but I think a re-
duction shonld he granted owing to our
distance from the metropolis. The land
values at Esperance are far too high.
Right from the inception they have heen
mueh higher than they should have been.
Due consideration was not given to the
classification of the land, and sinee the
farmers have settled there they have real-
ised that what they thought was first-elass
land is only second-class and third-class,
whereas what was regarded as second-class
and third-class iz now known to he Rrst-
class.  This season under improved meth-
ods  they are produeing a reeord erop
with an average vield of not less than 12
bushels and I feel sure the export for the
distriet will reaeh 225000 bags. Not only
are we labouring onder disabilities in re-
speet to onr land, but there is also the
jetty. There is a possibility this vear of
the jetty collapsing altogether, and that,
of course, will be another serious disad-
vantage for the producer. Down there we

That is owing to the pres-
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are deprived of many advantages enjoyved
in more favoured distriels, and so | say
consideration should be given by the Gov-
ernment to the overcapitalisation of the
land.

AMr. Corboy: Land prices constitute one
trouble.

Mr. NULSEN: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: They have paid
very little rent down there.

Mr. NULSEN: They are still earrying
the overcapitalisation. :

The Minister for Lands: Not if they
are not paving the rent.

Mr. NULSEXN: To pay that overeapita-
lisation they would require 20 bushels to
the acre and 10s. per bushel. The Govern-
ment should wonsider; the writing deown
of that overcapitalisation. Tt scems to be
the poliex of the Agricultural Bank not
to write down overcapitalisation for the
original farmers. Consideration has simply
heen given to the personal equalien of the
farmer. So the farmer who has heen owver-
capitalised leaves his block and someone
clse comes along and gets the advantage
of the writingr-down whieh should have
gone to the pioncer of the blogk. Every
farmer entitled to consideration should he
put an a business basis. Then if he fails
he shonld be put right off his holding. T
have heard members here sav that the
settlers are payving compound interest. As
a matter of faet those in
have not paid very much interest, hut
neverthelesz  the responsibility For the
interest has a verv depressing effect. T
know the CGovernment are doing all they
can to secure from the Federal Govern-
ment a wheat hounty, If it does not come
aleng, and if wheat realises onlv 2s. 6d. or
2+ 84, T do not know what is going to hap-
pen to the farmers in my distriet. Years
aco we worked out the cost of production.
basing it on eight lushels per acre. 1t
serves to show that a person getiing only
eizht Dbushels per acre would not be able
to produce wheat under 6s. or 7s. per
bushel. Of course as the yield rises his cost
iz reduced, and if he gets an average of 20
hushels he might be able to produce for
about 2:. Gd. per bushel. Tf the Common-
wealth Government do not give a reasonably
good hounty it will he very difficult for a
number of farmerz in my distriet to remain
on their holdings. T again appeal to the

iy distriet
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Government to give consideration to the
over-enpitalisation in my distriet and to give
reliel to the original farmers who pioneerrd
the distriet.

MR. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [10.48]:
I wani to congratulate the Minister on his
aetion in that settlement on Kalgan Plain.
I hope he will extend that settlement. In
days gone by all that couniry was con-
demned as heing not worth classifying. In
respect of those settlements T suggest to the
Minister that he use his influence to have a
road construeted from there to the Nanuup
lime deposit. It assaved 93 per cent. of
lime. This is a commodity esseniial for that
country,  1f it could be made available 1o
the settlers, it would save the Government
a wgood deal of expenditure in the purchase
of super. I alse appeal to the Minister to
consiler the appointment of on  advisory
hoard comprising the older settlers of the
district.  There are many men who went
out in the early davs, pionecred the conn-
try, and have pulled throngh without any
Government assistance. If the oflicers in
charge of that settlement t{ake heed of the
advice of those men, they eannot go wrong.
The Minister referred to the production of
apples. There is not a finer belt of land in
the country for the production of apples
than thiz area. Espeeially will that class
of land respond to the growing of pastures.
Whilst 1 am not sayving anything against
the gronp settlement scheme, I contend that
if the Premier had inaugurated it in this
partienlar district the scheme would have
been wmneh further advaneed than it is to-
day,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ion.
C. G, Latham—York—in reply) [10.51]: I
will have inquiries made into the lime de-
posits referred to hy the memher for Al-
tany. Tf it is possible to secure the lime at
a reasonable price, we will avail ourselves
of it,

Mr. Wansbrough: You can get it for £1
a ton.

The MINISTER FOR TAXNDS: T will
find out what fertilising qualities the lime
POssSe=3es.

Mr. Wanshrough: That
already in the department.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: Tf it 15
possible to use it, we will do so. We are
workine in elose co-operation with those

information i3
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settlers who have so willingly belped ihe
peweomers. Not ouly have they helped the
Government, but they have helped the new-
comers hy lending them implements, horses,
ete.  That has meant a great deal more than
merely wiving adviee.

Myr. Wanshrough: They are genuine men.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: W
=hall certainly avail ourselves of their as-
sistanee.

AMr. Marshall: Do not stonewall your own
[lstimates.

The MINISTER 1FOR LANDS: If the
Lion. mzmber asks questions about the min-
ing industry, no donbt he will expect the
Minister for Mines to veply. The same
thing applies to members representing {he
agrienitural induostry. [ was rather struck
by the remarks of the member for Kanowna.
There was o great deal of disevssion about
whether the railway line he vefers to was
justified or not. A great deal of moncy
was spent in conneeting up the section be-
fween the main Fastern Goldfields line and
Salinon Gums. From the information given
to-night, T do not know whether we were
justified in eonstructing that line. Tt is very
vnwise for members to belittle their own
distriets.  Oor primary industries are hav-
ing a bad time just now, but that is appli-
eahle 1o all walks of life.

Mr. Kenneallv: The hon member did not
helittle hiz district.

The MINTSTER TOR LANDS: I am
spenking generally, He said that the firsi-
elags land was not worth what was being
charged for it. So I say I do not know
whether we were justified in eonnecting up
Salmon Gums with the main line. The Es-
perinee  agrienltural areas are splendidly
situated in that they are 80 miles from a
port, which possesses excellent facilities for
the shipment of produce. The question of

repairs to  the wharf can  he dealt
with at the proper time. Overseas
vessels load wheat at ITsperance and
take it awav. The settlers, therefore,

are hetter off than if they had to pay freight
on (he produce over long distancgs. The
Salmon Gums area has had many diffienlties
to contend with, but these have, for the most
part, heen overcome. I do not know
whether there has heen a change in the na-
ture of the soil, but I beliere that the pro-
duction per acre is inereasing It is inad-
vizsahle at the moment {o make any redu.-
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tion in prices. We do not know what the
productive value is going to be. It is easy
to he popular when giving away goods he-
ionging to someone else. T do not think we
are Jjustified in writing down the value of
the people’s assefs, upon which we have
borrowed our monex. 1 hope members will
nol he too impatient in that regard. In that
avea it is ¢lnimed that there is a good deal
of land which is not of first-elass valua.
('onsideration has already been given to
that malter.

Alv. Nulsen: Tt has not heen effective.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: We are
nat selling any more, hut are attempting to
lease it in large arveas. Tn a few vears it
will he ploughed and sown, and in conse-
quence will produce more than it iz doing
to-day, and will be of greater value, The
question of capitalisation is one for the
Agricultural Bank. Members have eom-
plainefl beeause we have written down the
liahilities on holdings after the settlers have
heen dispessessed. I is very often an ad-
vantage, 1f a2 man has proved over a num-
her of yewrs that he is ineapable either
physically or otherwise of earrying on his
ncetpation al a profit, to change the per-
sonnel of the holder. Tt would not do to
koep a bad farmer, write down his liabili-
ties by 50 per cent., and leave him to build
them up again.

My, Nulsen: Quite right, nut where the
peisonal equation is all right you shouid
vive consideration fo the original holder.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A little
of that is being done now. [ do not think
one settler has been put off in the han.
member’s distriet, although somme have
ahandoned their preperties.
- Mr. XNulsen: Through
tion and through the lack of
down.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I would
not like to tell mermbers how much money
is owing to the bank from that district.
If the setilers had to pay no interest what-
ever, thoy would still be unable to make
ends meet.

Mr, Nulsen: Tt is not all their faunlt in
a number of instances. Tt is also the faunlt
nf the department.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
may he something in that.

Mr. Nulsen: Because the distriet is
different from other parts of the State.

over-capitalisa-
writing

There
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Theland
is, however, showing greater productive
value. 1f that is so, we might wait until
the industry reaches the stage when it
can meet current expenditure before we
begin the writing down process. If we do
it to-day in a couple of years we may
have to do it again. The member for Yil-
garn is trying to make me say something
I do not want to say. 1 desire to be fair
to the settlers in the 3,500 farms aren. The
Government realised their difiiculties with-
out any requests being made cither from
them or from any member. We knew we
could not build the railway, and we have
made them a payment to compensate them
for the long distance they have to eart
their wheat. They had grown their wheat,
and they had to get it to a siding. Last
vear, therefore, we paid them 9d. per ton
for every mile they had to cart over the
first 15 miles. T have told the Chamnber
that it is a question of whether the Treas-
urer ean find the money. and that matter
must remain in abeyance until he returns.
There are many demands on the Treas-

ury  to-dax, and money is extremely
difficult to obtain. The hon, member
wanted we to stafe definitelv  what

was the Government’s poliecy in regard to
that railwaxy. Tn reply to an interjection
from him, T used these words. which the
hon. member ean read in “‘Hansard?’'—

We intend to try to forer {he responsi-
bility oun the other two Governments, in
common  with the State Government. When
the time comes that we can obtain the neces-
sarv funds, the settlers will he furnighed
with railway communieation.

I ean only repeat what T said to the hon.
member then. T told him further thati
prospects were rather discouraging, but
that as soon as we could find the neces-
sary funds te buy rails, the work wanld
proceed. With the very small amount of
money available to-day, T do not consider
that a line should be bailt at once, How-
ever, the distriet justifies a railway. and
T hope it will be built at the earliest pos-
sible moment. The money available fo-
dax in Western Australia has to be used
in the employment of Iabour., Our first
responsibility is to the people as a whole.
As soon as possible we shall spend some
of our funds on material. I hope the day
iz not far distant. If the other Guovern-
ments refuse to admit their lahility, there
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will be nothing for this State to do but what
was done by other districts of Western Aus-
tralia settled in advance of our lJines, I
should like to tell the peeple requiring
railways that we will give them lines; but
what is the good of making promises which
cannot be redeemed? The member for Mt.
Magnet evidently has an idea that we are
dispossessing farmers in the South-West
and placing them on sustenance work at
£2 per week. That is not so. The susten-
ance workers in the South-West are placed
on old properties which have heen aban-
doned for some time, and are compelled
in their turn to look after the clearing-up
of spots which have hecome overgrown.

Mr. Corboy: They do not all get €2 a
week.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No:
some of them get only £1 per week, Some

of then are doing very well with fowls
and a pig or two. Tt pavs to put men there
on sustepance rates to look after the hank’s
securitics, which, if left long untenanted, be-
win to deteriorate. From our peint of view
we have to find snstenance for those peopls
when they come on the State: it is hetter
to let them do something to earn their
wages. The member for Guildford-Midland
is rather dismal. He considers that the agri-
cultural industry iz in a parlous’ condition
to-day. It has previously had its uwps and
downs, aud T believe will again have good
times. If a commodity is good and chean,
people will huy tt. The world has previ-
ously had its financial ups and downs, and
T believe good times will come again, We
have heard stories similar to those of the
member for Guildford-Midland hefore, for
example from one who wrote in 1848—

Tn industry and commeree there is no hape
whatever.

The Duks of Wellington, on the eve of his
death in 1858, snid he would he spared from
seeing the consummation of ruin that was
zathering.  Shafteshury in 1848 said that
nothing could save the countrv from ruin.
Wilberforee =aid, “I dare not marry, the
future is so dark and so uncertain.” And
vet this wonderful old Empire of ours has
roached out further and further, What is
the usze of looking for trouble? There al-
ways has been n bright spot ahead. Let us
look for that bright spot, and let us tide
over our difficultiez with as little injury as
possible to our people, until we get brighter
times,
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Hon., P. Collier: Meanwhile millions of
people are starving.

The MINISTER FFOR LANDS: That is
a zhoeking thing. I do not know that tbey
are actually starving.

Mr, Corboy: They cannot eat the good
old flag, vou know!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Pingelly comes along to this
Chamber and gives notice of questions
the answers to which he knows very
well. e frvequently visits wy oflfice, and
is told the truth. He complained to-
night about Noombling Esiate, whieh was
purchased for soldier settlement, It has
not heen a soceess, any more than some
other estates repurchased for soldier scttle-
ment. We paid good cash for the estate,
and have had to pay interest on that money,
and the cstate was unable to meet the de-
mands. [ have told the hon. member that
this is not a suitable time for writing-down
values, They have to be written down at
the expense of somehody else,

Az, Corbov: In good times vou will tell
the settlers they can afford to meet the pay-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: If good
times come again, we eannot possibly harass
industry to snch an extent as to retvieve our
old standards, Tf we wrote-down to-day, in
12 years or two months there wonld he a
request for still more writing-down. At
present the settlers are not meeting interest
pavments or rents, and they are not heing
harassed. At the right time no doubt who.
ever is in authority, provided the people on
the properties nve willing to do their whaek,
will see that the State stands behind them.
An hon. mewher told some tales; and of
eourse it is all right to come along here with
tales that are told, but it does not get us
anvwhere. 1 he would state an actual caze,
we wonld see that it did not recur in Poture.
The hon. member also told us that the
average viell along the Great Southern
line was only 10 bushels to the acre. Land
there is worth much more from a produc-
tive standpoint, and it ix a pity that hon.
members can xo deery the value of our
land. 1t is the only asset the people have,
and is all thex possess. [t s deplorable
that members should talk in sueh a strain.
People who lend us monev are not likely
to do so if they hear the representatives
of the people declare that the land has no
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value, In Western Australia we must de-
pend upon borrowed money for years to
come, and L do not know that the finan-
cial interests would be enconraged to make
available funds if they were to hear such
speeches as we have listened to to-night.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The State
has got a bad advertizement this evening.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I believe
the industry will revive, and that the re-
productive value of omr land is as great
in Western Australia as it is in any other
part of the world. I do net know of any
other country where wheat can be grown
as cheaply as in Western Australia. Our
land is not over-capitalised, and the agri-
cultural industry will revive if members
will only he patient. The Government
have not done anxthing to harass the puo-
ple on the land. The banks ave lending
additional assistanee, and the commercial
houses are not harassing the farmers, be-
cause they know it is useless to do s0. Cn
the other hand, they are making further
credit available. I hope members will re-
ward the position in a wmore reazonable
way than they have evidenced this even-
ing. It is useless merely extending a svin-
pathetic ear to complaints; members
should show the other side of the picture,
and make it clear that it is not all a dis-
mal outlock. Although the value of our
products is helow pav to-day, the time will
come when there will be an equity in
every farm for the man who sticks to his
holding. We should extend every encomr-
agement to them to retain possession ot
their property.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Tmmigration, E°98—ajrecd fo.

Voate—Town Plunning, £856:

My, CORROY : It is time we eried a halt
in what may be regavded as trimmings
sueh as town planning. Of the tetal esti-
mate of €856, no less than £756 is for
salaries only, of which £600 ix provided
for the salary of the Town Planning Con-
missioner himself. Tt 4is rather extrao:-
dinary that the balance of the vote is for
two elerks who, in 1931-32, were paid £280,
and this year are to he paid £136, repre-
senting a reduction of £124. The commie-
sioner is still in receipt of his salary of
£600, T may he wrong, but it =eems {0 me
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thot the Town IPlanning Commissioner
has become a joke in the community. I
suggest that in all  serionsness.,  Town
planning to-day is a trimming that we
can well do without. The vommissioner
raises ohjections to all serts of things
heing done that people have found toler-
able for many years past. They must not
he done now hecause the commissioner
does not approve of them. The CGovern-
ment should consider seriously the advisa-
hility  of aholishing the town planning
braneh altogether. They should leave it to
the good sense of the excellent surveying
firms that have praetised in Perth for
wyears past to do the decent thing, without
the necessity for the supervision of the
connmissioner. T do not want to move
for a reduction of the vote as a protest,
but should eonditions not improve during
the year, T hope the Government will do
away with the branch altogether. As it
iz, the town planning branch has eaused
a lot of hardship.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Town Planning Cowmmissioner was  ap-
pointed when conditions were more pros-
perous than at present, and he was given
a five vears’ engagement. Even if we dis-
pensed with his serviees, we would have
to compensate him for the remaining por-
tion of hix engagement.

Mr. Corboy: Tt might be cheaper to do
that. You bave a commissioner to hoss
twn elerks.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ do not
think the member for  Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie understands what the Town
Plannine  Commntissioner does. e ren-
ders great assistance io local moverning
bodies, and Frequently prevents them
making istakes. The local anthorities
pay his  cexpenses when he visits rountry
eentres.

Mr, Corboy: That i~ not always true.

The MINXISTER FOR LANDS: It is,
and T am zorry some hon, members, who
have had ihe hencfit of his services, are not
present this evening,

Ae. Corboy: In my district we henefited
by hiz zerviees, but we did not pay his ex-
pernses.

The MINXISTER FOR LANDS: The
Town Planning Commissioner vicited South-
erin ('ress, and many other country centres,

and the Jocal authorities paid his expenses,
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apart from his railway fare. I can assure
the Committee that (he vote bas been eut
down as much as possible. The board men-
bers are not paid tor their serviees except
ine memher who i= out of employment, and
he receives a fee every time the board meet.

Mr. Corboy: We got the Town Planning
Commissioner to advise on a work that
would cost hundreds of pounds, and he sub-
mitted a schemc involving expenditure of
thousands of pounds as representing the
only feasible proposal.

Hon, P. COLLLER: I disagree entirely
with the vemarks of the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie (Mr. Corboy) and I hope
the Governinent will not interfere with the
town planning branch during the recess, ov
until Parlinment has an opportunity to deal
with the matter further. 1t is all very well
to say that here is a man who bas two clerks
under bim. The clerks, of ecoarse, repre-
sent nothing, The commissioner is doing
valuable work. [t is a great pity that he
was not appointed vears ngo.  To-day we
have streets and buildings sprawling on all
sides, and had we had the advantage of the
commissioner’s  services in the past, we
woulld not now have such a spectacle, If
the local authorities are to be prolected in
that way, we shall not have the landscape
disfigured in the Future as it hos heen in the
past. Consider the country {owns in rela-
tion to town planning, and evervwhere we
realize that they have developed without
any apparent intelligently laid out plan. We
have railway lines Tunning through the mid-
dle of townships. The appeintment of the
commissioner was the best move ever made
in {hiz State and the pity ol it is that it was
not done vears ago.  Although it may he
that the Town Planning Commissioner
makes suggestions to Southern Cross or
some other fown that do not fif in with the
idea= of the loenl authority, is that to say
that he iz not right? He merely desirves to
alter the meihod that has been followed in
vears gone hy. If we allow cach road hoard
to say what is rizht in the matter of town
planning, the unenviable experience of the
past will he repeated.  There is searcely a
townsite that does not ery aloud against the
methods that have heen adopted, a= il fo
say, “We wizh we had had town planners in
the venrs gone by.” What is £800 to sccure
adviee as fo what should be done instead of
following the haphazard catch-as-eateh-can
style that has obtained in the past,
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Mr. CORBOY : T entirely agree with the
Leader of the Opposition regarding the lay-
ont of eountry towns. They are a diszrace.
They have been estublished either  where
they should not have heen, or the railway
has heen ron where it should not have heen
run. 1 suggest that it i3 not necessar. to
have a Town Planning Commissioner to lav
out every little country townsite.

The Minister for Lands: He doos nof ad-
vise unless he is vequested.

Mr. CORBOY: Our surveyors, if worth
the title, should he able to do it.

Hon. P. Collier: Thex have done the joh
in the past, and what have they made of it?

Mr. CORBOY: 1 admif they have made
a rotten jobh of it, but that is the Fault of
the supervision from the Minister down. Tt
is not necessarv %o have a Town Planning
Commissioner to correet that. A survevar
worthv of the name should he able to lay
out a little country townsite without run-
nming the railway through the eentre,

Hon. P. Colliter: But that is just what the
survevors have done.

Mr. CORBOY: Then we are to have a
Town Planning Commissioner to direct the
snrveyor that he must not run a railway
through the eentre of a country town. I
have no objection to fown planning as such;
it is very desirable. The Leader of the
Opposition need not have selected Southern
C'ross any more than Kalgoorlie or Boulder.

Hon. P, Collicr: T did not seleet it

AMr. CORBOY: Al our goldfields towns
have streets worth looking at. At 11 o'elovic
at night it takes half an hour to cross one
of them. The Leader of the Opposition had
1o need to go bevond Haxy-street to find
most shoeking example of the need for town
planning, but the Town Planning Commis-
sioner has done nothing else hut foodle
abont with tiddlvwinking jobs in the coun-
trv distriets, instend of doing something
definite to clean up the rotten position in
the eapital eity,

The Minister for Lands: Fle has done a
lot in the city, too,

Mr. CORBOY: He has not,

Hon. P. Collier: You know nothing abonf
it.

Mr. CORBOY: The City Counecil have
daone ten times as much as the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner has done, and T am sure
that that statement will be hacked up by
the Attorney General.
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Hon, P. Collier; How do vou know?
Have you discussed it with him !

AMr. CORBOY: No.

The Atftorney General: Do nnt drag me
into it.

Hoa. P. Collier: How do you know?

Mr, CORBOY: I know [ wn not backed
up by iy chief. T have no desire to crili-
cise the ollicer or his work or his two elevks,
hut | think it is one of the trimmings we
ean well afford to do without. No result
comnensurate with the expenditure is be-
ing obtained, even though the expenditure
i« only a few hundred pounds. T hope the
money will be utilised next vear in a more
serviceahle way.

Ay, SAMPSON: Speaking [or the road
hoard with which I am associated, it is only
Tair to say that we have had service from
the Commissioner. The absence of any ad-
viser in the past has led to stupid things
heing done.  Roads have heen approved
that aetnally ran over eliffs and were ¢uite
impossible for traffie, Tn subdivigional
matters the adviee of the Commissioner has
Leen most valuable. Subdivisions have been
submitted and have Dbeen paszed, although
they did not conform to the Act or to the
rudiments of town planning. Rights-of-
way lave not heen provided, and roads have
fieen made of less than the requisite width.
In one of the towns of the Ctreat Southern
the acute angles of blocks are a source of
worry to the owners, Tt is almost impos-
sihle to erect huildings with any pretensions
ic architectural bheauty or utility. While
there may he something in the statement of
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie as t2
the need for economy, T apree with tha
Leader of the Opposition that the small
amount involved in this vote is well spent.
I hope nothine will be done to discourage
the officer. Onee a plan is approved, it is
shnost impossible to make an alteration, no
mnatter how great the expense incurred. -

Vote put and passed.
Vote — Furmers' Debls
£2.304:

Hon. A, McCALLUM : Tt is reported that
the director, Mr. White, has accepted an
engagement in New South Wales and does
not intend to return to Western Australia,
Is there any truth in the report?-

Adjustment,
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The MIXISTER FOR LANDS: As far
a= we know, there is no troth in it. Mr.
White had accumulated long service leave
o about three months, and two months de-
terred annual leave. 1 believe he 15 doing
something to assist the New South Wales
Government in their legislation.

Hon. I*, Collier: MHow did he come to
have so much leave?

The MINFSTER ¥FOR LAXDS: He had
not taken it. Tn the early part of last vear
the Government issued instrmetions that
those who had accumulated leave had to take
ift.  Mr. White was appointed to adjust fhe
farmers’ debts, and so could not take hix
acenmulated leave then. He took it as =oon
as he had cleaned up all the aceounts out-
standing.

Hon. P, Collier:
had he?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
months deferred annual leave,

Mr. Ts he receiving salary all the
time?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I do not
think so. The orviginal arrangement was that
lie was to be paid out of pocket expenses
while away advising the New South Wales

How much annnal leave
Two

Corhoy:

Government. That was the only payment
to he made,
Hon. P. Collier: Are the Government al-

lowing annual leave fo accumulate now?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, ex-
eept in speeial eircumstanees. In my own
depariment af present there is one officer
whose annual leave has accumulated. The
insiruetions are definite that deferred long
serviee leave must be cleaned up while
things are slack.

Vote put and paszed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.3f p.m.
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Legisiative Council,

Wednesday, Znd Navember, 1932

Paoar

Bills: Land Tax am) Ipeowe Tax. N R C
Morttaares Righis Re-triviion \nt Coplinnanee,

SR pased e 1303

ealth Aer Ame mluu nt. fllﬂllll‘ runm 1303

Finaneial Emergency Tax A<sesment, 2k, 15tks

Finanelal Emertss ney Tax. 2R, 1510

Western Austrabian” Aged Sailore and Sobili

Relief Fund, 2k, tom, - . .o 13
Marrfage Set Awendent, 2n .. 1311
Fublic Scrviee Appeal Boakd Art dued mdment, 26, 1343
Homd Idstriet Aet Anpewdiment. Cou T R B

The I'RESIDENT took the Chair at <130

p.m., and read prayers,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Land Tax and Income Tax,

2, Mortgagees  Rights Restriction
Continuance.

Passed.

Act

BILL—-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Further Recommittal,

On motion by the Chief Seeretary Bill
again recommitted for the purpose of fur-
ther considering Clausex 7 und 33,

lton, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
(lause T—Amendment ol Seclivn 34:

1lon. J. NICHOLSOX: There wa~ some
discussion about this clauze when the Bill
was previously in Committec. It provides
Hiat if any local authority refuses to earvy
out any order of the Commissioner, it shall
he deemed guilty of an offence. There is a
provise, but in my view the members of the
hoard should not be liable to the risk of a
penalty nor even be put v the expense
of defending any action in eourt. Having
regard to the intention of the Minister to
move an additional elause, as was vatlined
last night, providing for the earrving out of
certain regnirements for the preservation of

health, this clanse now under e¢on=ideration
should be reviewed. I move an amend-
meni—

That all words after ‘‘hercof”’ in line 10
he struck out und the fellowing inscrted in
lieu:—'*the {‘ommissioner may thereupon do
or cause to he done all or any sneh uets; deeds,
nud things as he may think proper in order
to effcet vompliance with the provisions of



